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Complementary therapy 
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Mark Hazell (centre), wi 
landmark court case in July. See page 2. 


Make it easy on yourself. For the widest choice of 
new and used Chairman Cars for non-transferring 
wheelchair users, simply speak to Sue on our free 

advice line 
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Workers 
SCOOp 
£4m deal 


The jobs of 65 disabled peo- 
ple were secured last month 
when their firm signed a 
new £4 million contract. 
Crosfield Industries in Croy- 
don was set up 30 years ago to 
train and employ disabled peo- 
ple. Its new contract is to sup- 


ply windows to Croydon 
Council. 

General manager Graham 
Hales said: “We are very 


relieved to land this contract as 
it offers all our workforce secu- 
rity for the forseeable future. 

“We have been struggling 
recently because of the reces- 
sion, so we welcome the oppor- 
tunity to prove that we can 
satisfy the highest of stan- 
dards.” 

Disabled workers at Newco 
Kitchens of Newham, London, 
also look set to ride out the 
recession after winning a 
£45,000-a-year contract to pro- 
vide kitchen units to new and 
refurbished local homes. 


Plans put 
jobs in 
jeopardy 


Charities have accused the Government of jeopardis- 
ing disabled people’s jobs with new plans to make 
employers pay half the costs of special equipment and 


assistance. 


Nine charities, including the 
Royal Association for Disability 
and Rehabilitation (RADAR), 
the Spastics Society and the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind (RNIB), have written to 
Employment Secretary David 
Hunt expressing “grave con- 
cern” at the “deeply damaging 
decision”. The charities want 
an urgent meeting. 

At present, employers can 
get special equipment on free 
loan, grants for adaptations, 
help with extra costs of fares to 


work and readers for blind 
employees. 
But, from next April, 


employers must pay half the 
costs for people who have been 
with them for six months or 
more. They must also pay for 


one-off items of equipment or 
help costing less than £100. 

The Government claims the 
“Access to Work” plans, 
announced in June, are not a 
cost-cutting exercise. A 
spokesperson said: “More 
money will be spread out 
between more people.” Spend- 
ing will rise from £12 million a 
year to £13 million. 

But RADAR’s employment 
policy officer, Caroline Good- 
ing, said: “This decision makes 
no sense from a Government 
which claims to want to keep 
people in work. 

“Many employers will not be 
prepared to pay extra money to 
retain disabled staff. At a time 

Continued on page 9 

Where the jobs are, pages 12-13 


Airline refuses 
to fly Zahrah, 5 


American Airlines (AA) is 
under fire after refusing to 
allow five-year-old Zahrah 
Manuel on a plane because 
she is disabled. 

Zahrah’s family were due to 
fly out to New York for a holi- 
day on 15 July. Her mother 
Preethi bought the tickets, 
including one for a care assis- 
tant, and asked permission for 
Zahrah to sit on her lap. 
Zahrah has cerebral palsy and 
cannot sit up on her own. 

AA’s special assistance team 
demanded that Mrs Manuel 
buy two tickets for Zahrah so 
that she could lie down. When 
Zahrah’s mother refused, the 
airline barred Zahrah from the 
flight. 

Disability Law Service, a 
Continued on page 6 


No go: Zahrah and mum 


2 NEWS 


Disabled man wins High Court homes fight 


A disabled Bristol man has won 
his two-year legal battle to live 
in the residential home of his 
choice. 

The landmark High Court 
victory could lead to a flood of 
similar legal challenges from 
disabled people. 

Mark Hazell, 22, who has 
Down’s Syndrome, sought a 
judicial review after Avon 
County Council refused to 


fund a place at Milton Heights, 
a Home Farm trust home 
which costs £9,000 a year. 

The council said Mr Hazell’s 
needs could be met at Berwick 
Farm, which is about £3,000 a 
year cheaper. 

Community care legislation 
says that you do not need to 
follow the recommendation of 
social services and can choose 
another home, providing it 


meets the needs set out in the 
assessment, and does not cost 
any more than the authority 
would usually expect to pay for 
someone with your needs. 

Mr Hazell’s choice had twice 
been backed by an independent 
complaints panel. 

In a High Court judgement 
last month, Mr Justice Henry 
ruled that the council must 
honour the panel’s decision and 


place Mr Hazell in Milton 
Heights. 

He said: “The law states that 
all apparent needs must be con- 
sidered when dealing with a 
case such as this. It is not a 
case of the council simply being 
forced to pay more.” 

Lydia Sinclair, legal director 
of MENCAP, which supported 
the judicial review, said: “This 
is an important ruling because 


it recognises that Mark’s 
assessed needs are the responsi- 
bility of the council and must 
therefore be paid for. 

“It clarifies the legal duty of 
a local authority to fund com- 
munity care provision on the 
basis of needs that are clearly 
identified during assessment.” 

An Avon County Council 
spokesperson said it was con- 
sidering an appeal. 
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Pop superstar Cliff Richard 
presents Trudi Sheppard 
with the top prize of £3,500 
in the National Webb Ivory 
Fundraising Awards. Ms 
Sheppard, from Newent, 
Gloucestershire, has raised 
over £350,000 for other dis- 
abled people. 
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Legal aid: ‘big blow’ 
The Law Society has lost its 
‘fight to stop legal aid cuts. 
Two High Court judges 
| last month rejected a claim 
by the Law Society that 
Lord Mackay had acted out- 
side his powers in introduc- 
ing a package of cuts that 
limit legal aid to those on 
Income Support or a weekly 
income of £44. 
| The Society estimates 
that up to 14 million people 
will be denied access to jus- 
| tice, including many on dis- 
ability benefits and pensions. 
‘It is considering an appeal. 
Arnold Simanowitz of the 
charity Action for Victims 
of Medical Accidents said: 
“The judges ruling is a big 
blow. Many of our clients 
will suffer as a result.” 


| TEC’s helping hand 
Disabled people in the A-Z 
raining and _ Enterprise 
uncil area of south west 
ondon have a tough time 
getting training or jobs, says 
new report by AZTEC and 
the National Council for Vol- 
untary Organisations. 
Of 33,676 jobless people, 
nearly a third have special 
needs and a quarter on train- 
ing courses do not find a job. 
The report calls for better 
guidance and assessment, 
ore flexible courses and 
ction to improve employ- 
ers’ attitudes. 
| AZTEC plans to give 
grants for special equipment 
| and introduce incentives for 
training organisations. 


| Research into Special Needs 
Training and Employment, 
| £15, tel: 081-547 3934. 


Activists besiege by-election 


Disabled people started a new 
trend in British politics last 
month when about 70 activists 
descended on Christchurch, 
Dorset, to disrupt the by-elec- 
tion campaign of Conservative 
candidate Robert Hayward. 

They demonstrated outside 
Mr Hayward’s campaign office, 
shouted him down when he 
spoke at a Tory meeting 
attended by the Home Secre- 
tary, Michael Howard, and cov- 
ered the town with stickers 
saying “Don’t vote Hayward”’. 

Members of Direct Action 
Network travelled, from Lon- 
don, Bristol, Coventry, Derby, 
Manchester and Southampton 
to take part. 

They targeted Mr Hayward 
because in January 1992 the 
former Kingswood MP talked 
out a private member’s bill 
which would have given civil 
rights to disabled people. 

Conservative officials, anx- 
ious not to appear to be snub- 
bing the protesters, agreed to a 
hurriedly-arranged meeting. 

Mr Hayward, who has MS, 
told them the bill was bureau- 
cratic and would not have 
worked. 

He said he had taken the 
issue up with ministers and 
wanted the Equal Opportuni- 
ties Commission to broaden its 
remit to tackling discrimination 
against disabled people. 

The protesters were unim- 
pressed and replied that a 
flawed bill would have been 
better than no bill at all. 

Rory Heap, from London, 
told Mr Hayward: “You know 
damn well what you did was 
cynical and wrong. When are 


Writers’ Bursaries 


@ The Arts Council intends to award 15 bur- 
saries of £7,000 each to writers at a critical 
point in their career to finance a period of con- 
centrated work on their next book. 


™ The scheme is open to writers of creative 
work, who are resident in England and have 
had some work published. 


@ Further details and application forms are 
available from: Writers’ Bursaries, Literature 
Department, Arts Council, 14 Great Peter 
Street, London SW1P 3NQ (telephone: 071- 


333 0100). 


@ The closing date for applications is 30 


September 1993. 


@ The Arts Council has an Equal Opportu- 
nities policy. It warmly welcomes applica- 
tions from all sections of the community. 


[HE ARTS COUNCIL OF GREAT BRITAI 


Christchurch Tory candi- 
date Robert Hayward faces 
angry disabled people at a 
meeting, above. Later, about 
70 disabled people leafleted 
the town, led by Alan 
Holdsworth (singer Johnny 
Crescendo) right. TIM RUSSELL 


you going to apologise to us?” 

Allan Sutherland, from Lon- 
don, shouted: “Why should the 
voters of Christchurch actually 
trust you, when you sabotaged 
the democratic processes of the 
House of Commons?” 

The meeting broke up in 
disarray with Eddie Hardy, of 
Coventry, yelling: “I am bloody 
upset. You ruined everything 
for us. They are our rights and 
you took them away.” 

A shaken looking Mr Hay- 
ward was led out of the room 
by his campaign manager: 

But he could not escape the 
demonstrators. They hounded 
him throughout the day, even 
picketing an “in home” visit to 
one of his constituents. 


Local disabled people who 
joined the demonstrations 
included Jean Pegg. She said: 
“Pm right behind this protest 
because it’s vital that this man 
does not become our MP.” 

Lynne Wilson, whose son is 
disabled, was so impressed with 
the day of action she offered to 
hand out leaflets. “I want the 
people of Christchurch to 
realise that Hayward sabotaged 
anti-discrimination legislation.” 

Brendan ‘Travers, from 
Bournemouth, who applauded 
the protesters as they marched 
through Christchurch chanting 
anti-Hayward slogans, said: “I 
am right behind these people. I 
think it will make a lot of peo- 
ple think twice about voting for 


Hayward.” 

Alan Holdsworth, from Lon- 
don, who helped organise the 
day of action, praised the 
protesters. 

“Everyone did a marvellous 
job. We had a real impact on 
the voters and were followed by 
the media all day. It showed 
what can be achieved by people 
determined to have their voices 
heard. 

“We will meet in October to 
decide what issue we will cam- 
paign on next. But whatever 
happens, we will never forget 
what Rob Hayward did to us. 
He can stand in 50 by-elec- 
tions, but we'll be there to 
remind voters of who he is and 
what he did.” 


..need mobility? 


... require motability? 


DO YOU OR ANY- 
OM Bay OU ak NOW; 


..look after elderly people? 
...have difficulty with stairs? 


...have visual impairment? 

..need bathing assistance? 

...have walking difficulties? 

...care for a disabled child? 

...have restricted movement? 

..have difficulty in getting out and about? 
...need to adapt your home? 


lIBeSQaY THEN | YOU 
MUST VISIT 
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WEMBLEY EXHIBITION CENTRE, 
LONDON, 28-30 SEPTEMBER 1993 


THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 
OF EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES FOR 
DISABLED AND ELDERLY PEOPLE, 
NURSING AND REST HOMES. 

Further information available from the organisers, 

Reed Exhibition Companies (UK), 

90 Calverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2UN 
Tel: 0892 544027 Fax: 0892 541023 
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4 NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 


Alison Rowat reports 


No civil rights 

The Government  chloro- 
formed Civil Rights Bills for 
Scotland, Wales, Northern 
Ireland and the whole of the 
UK last month. Robert 
Hughes, Tory MP for Har- 
row West and an assistant 
whip, cried “object” to halt 
the Bills on 2 July. The 
motion supporting a Bill has 
now been signed by 309 
MPs (including 30 Tories). 


Parents need help 

Parents should get all the 
help they need to get the 
best education for their dis- 
abled child, MPs said last 
month. The Education 
Committee’s report — said 


parents should have more 
information to make choices 
and a person they can call 


on for advice and support. 
This “named person” - for 
example, a charity worker - 
would be trained and 
appointed by the local edu- 
cation authority, but be 
independent of it. 

*As feared, none of the con- 
cessions on special needs 
won in the Lords survived 
their return to the Com- 
mons in July (DN, July). 


Meeting Special Educational 
Needs, £8.10, HMSO, tel: 
071-873 9090. 


Railways meeting 

Mencap chairman Lord Rix 
is to meet the Government 
on 28 July to discuss dis- 
abled people’s concerns 
about railcards, staffing and 
the Railways Bill Code of 
Practice. (DN, July). 


Summer of discontent: Labour MP Tom Clarke joined 


over 250 disabled people and carers 


when they lobbied Parliament in June, calling for Invalid Care Allowance to be increased. In 
July, 300 Dial-a-Ride and Taxicard Users Association members urged MPs to introduce 


accessible public transport. 


TIM RUSSELL 


Call for care charter 


Disabled people should get a 
special Community Care Char- 
ter setting out what they are 
entitled to and the quality of 
service they can expect, MPs 
recommended last month. 

And the Government should 
help local authorities collect 
information on unmet needs 
and publish “waiting lists” so 
everyone can see how well 
demands are being satisfied. 

The Commons Health Com- 
mittee’s report said a clear idea 
of the need for services was 
fundamental to future funding 
decisions. “Waiting lists in the 
NHS, although a constant chal- 
lenge to the Government, have 
the advantage of being visible, 


EXPLORE THE CANARY ISLANDS 


BRITISH 


STS Lord Nelson 
Tall Ship sailing November-March 1993/94 
Explore the scenic beauty of the Canary Islands as part of a Tall 
Ship’s crew this winter! Experience the exhiliration of sailing the 
magnificent 490 ton square-rigger STS LORD NELSON. 

Week long island hopping voyages from Gran Canaria with possi- 
ble Stop-offs at Tenerife, Lanzarote, Feurteventura and La Palma. 
Opportunity to join the longer passage routes from Southampton 
and Puerto Rico, calling at ports in North West Spain, The Azores, 


Lisbon and Puerto Rico. 


No square-rig sailing experience needed - Basic Sail Handling 


instruction given. 


If you are aged between 16 and 70, physically disabled or able- 
bodied, sign on now for the adventure of a lifetime! 
Please contact: The Voyage Department, Jubilee Sailing Trust Lim- 
ited, Test Road, Eastern Docks, Southampton SO1 1GG or 


telephone 0703 631395 (fax 0703 638625) 


(Registered Charity No. 286487) 


and the imperative to tackle the 
unmet need which they demon- 
strate has provided justification 
for the allocation of extra 
resources for that purpose,” 
said the report. 

The Community Care Char- 
ter would include: the right to 
find out the full results of an 
assessment; a system of arbitra- 
tion to sort out disputes 
between health and social ser- 
vice authorities about who 
should pay for what; the right to 
have a single room in a residen- 
tial or nursing home; and clear 
rules for service charges. 


Labour MP Hugh Bayley 
said: “The community care 
reforms were meant to tailor 
services to individual people’s 
needs, but it will not happen 
until the people who need care 
are given a clear right to choose 
the kind of care they get. The 
Government must abandon the 
old-fashioned like it or lump it 
approach to state services and 
put the service user in the driv- 
ing seat.” 


Community Care: The Way For- 
ward, £12.15, HMSO, tel: 071- 
&73 9090. 


Fuel compensation needed 


Disabled and elderly people 
should get an extra £40 a year 
to compensate for the imposi- 
tion of VAT on fuel, say the 
Government’s advisers. 

The Social Security Advi- 
sory Committee said normal 
uprating of benefits will not 
compensate enough for the 
extra costs of VAT on fuel at 8 
per cent from April 1994, ris- 
ing to 17.5 per cent from April 
1995. A couple on a basic pen- 
sion, for example, could expect 
an uprating of £18.20 a year. 


But the rise in their annual fuel 
bill of £500 would be £40. 
Compensation would rise to 
£90 a year per person from 
April 1995. 

An estimated eight million 
people would get extra help, 
costing the Treasury £720 mil- 
lion. £320 million of this would 
have been paid out anyway 
through the normal uprating, 
say the Committee. The Gov- 
ernment will make an 
announcement on compensa- 
tion in the November budget. 


WHEELCHAIRS, SCOOTERS 
AND POWERCHAIRS 


TOTAL MOBILITY IN THE MIDLANDS & SOUTH 


You'll find all you need to 
make the right choice ata 
Keep Able Superstore. 
There’s one in Brentford, 
Middlesex and another 

in Brierley Hill, 

West Midlands. 

Call today for free advice 


LONDON 
081 
742 2181 


Making life easier 


@ New & Used Models 

@ Free Home Assessment 
Service 

@ Free Professional 
Therapist Advice 

@ Full Service Plan Back-up 

@ Insurance, Repairs, Part 
Exchange 


MIDLANDS 
0384 
48 45 44 


Home grants reform 

The Government is consid- } 
ering a radical overhaul of | 
the grants system for mak- | 
ing homes accessible. 

In a consultation paper | 
published in June, the } 
Department of the Environ- | 
ment (DoE) says demand for 
help with home improve- | 
ments is set to outstrip 
expenditure by 1994/95. 

The 1989 Local Govern- } 
ment and Housing Act 
requires local authorities to | 
give disabled people grants 
for essential home adapta- 
tions and deal with applica- } 
tions within six months. 
Under one of the new pro- 
posals, they would be freed 
from any responsibility to do 
so within a set time limit. 
Other ideas include intro- 
ducing a queuing system. 


The Future of Private Hous- 
ing Renewal Programmes, }\ 
Roy Phillips, Department of | 
the Environment, Room | 
N12/04A, 2  Marsham 
Street, London SWIP 3EB. 
Deadline for comments: 17 
September. 


Cash payments denied | 
A Bill to allow councils to 
make direct cash payments || 
to disabled people to pay for 
services has been killed in 
the Commons after a suc- 
cessful passage through the 


Lords (DN, June). The 
Government objected to 
Tory Andrew Rowe’s Dis- 
abled Persons (Services) 


(No2) Bill on 2 July. 


Watch them work 
Deaf people will now be 
able to tune into live debates 
from the Commons after the 
introduction of subtitles on 
BBC2’s Westminister Live. 
The programme goes out 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays at 3.05pm. 
The Commons is the first 
legislature in Europe to have 
live coverage subtitled. The 
United States’ Senate and 
the House of Representa- 
tives is the only other. 


Osteopaths’ Bill succeeds 
A Bill to set professional 
standards for osteopaths has 
now become law (DN, 
August 1992). Tory MP 
Malcolm Moss’s Osteopaths’ 
Bill received royal assent on 
1 July. 

Tory MP Sir John Han- 
nam’s Road Traffic (Driving 
Instructions by  Dzisabled 
Persons) Bill received its 
royal assent on 20 July. 

The Bill will enable dis- 
abled people to become paid 
driving instructors (DN, 
March). 


That’s all folks 

The House of Commons 
breaks up for the summer 
recess on 27 July and 
returns on 18 October. The 
Lords rises on the 28 July 
and returns on 11 October. 
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Ford Motability 


Set Yourself Free 


Whatever your situation you should be able to find a car, a van or a bus 
from the best selling Ford range to suit your needs. Models that are sold 
_and serviced by the UK's largest dealer network. 


If you receive the higher rate component of Disability Living Allowance | 
you, a member of your family or your carer could be driving a brand new 
Ford and on some schemes Ford can also arrange at no further cost: 


3 years servicing 

3 years comprehensive insurance 
(subject to status) 

3 years RAC membership 


For further information on the Motability schemes and details of your 
nearest Ford Motability dealer call free (quoting M19) on: 


& 0800 111 222 


Everything we do is driven by you. 
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Our national disgrace 


The treatment of families with 
disabled children is a “national 
disgrace”, says one of Britain’s 
largest children’s charities. 

The 1993 National Children’s 
Home (NCH) Factfile* says the 
income of a family with a dis- 
abled child is an average 22 per 
cent lower than other families’. 

Support services, such as 
respite care, are “few and far 
between”. Only five per cent 
(19,000) of disabled children 
who live at home have access to 
respite services. 

And the extra expenses 
incurred are not made up by 
benefits. One family who had to 
take their four-year-old daugh- 
ter to and from hospital spent 
£4,000 on petrol, phone calls, 
special clothes and equipment. 

Tom White, NCH _ chief 
executive called the situation “a 
national disgrace”. 

“The Children Act raised 


families’ hopes by giving local 
authorities the ‘powers’ to 
develop a range of services for 
children with disabilities but 
failed to provide the funds 
required to set them up. 

“If the Government really 
wants to see an improvement in 
the day to day lives of hundreds 
of thousands of children with 
disabilities throughout Britain, 
they must provide some realis- 
tic funding for services and look 
at an overhaul of the benefits 
and services available.” 

The NCH has drawn up a 
letter for parents to send to 
their MPs, outlining a “Charter 
of Rights for Children with 
Disabilities”. Demands include 
more respite care and more 
support in the early years. 


*£5, NCH, 85 Highbury Park, 
London N5 1UD. Letter: contact 
NCH. 


Entrepreneurs combine 


East Lancashire’s disabled 
entrepreneurs have invested 
their talents in launching the 
CanDo Business Club. 

The club, believed to be 
Britain’s first, is funded by 
East Lancashire Training and 
Enterprise Council. As well as 


trading information among 
themselves, the group will 
encourage more disabled people 
to get into business and pro- 
mote the abilities of disabled 
employees to other employers. 


Jean Hoyle, tel: (0254) 678391. 


Carol Johnson (left), Sarah Seikh and Lee Hunt (seated) 


enjoy a drink with Chris Blaxill, manager of the Goodfel- 
lowship pub in Hull. 25 disabled people from the “Do Some- 
thing Different” club checked out the pub as part of 
Mansfield Brewery’s support for the Campaign for Real 
Ale’s (CAMRA) access campaign. 


Airline bans child 
Continued from page 1 


charity which gives free legal 
advice to disabled people and 
their families, wrote to the air- 
line saying it had broken Amer- 
ican federal regulations by 
discriminating against a dis- 
abled passenger. 


“We are devastated,” said 
Mrs Manuel. “The Airline has 
agreed to give us our money 
back and £450 compensation. 
But that is not really good 
enough. For that amount they 
could easily provide a special 
travel seat for disabled chil- 
dren. The manner in which AA 
dealt with our case has been 


atrocious. Zahrah had _ been 
looking forward to seeing New 
York, but instead we watched 
our flight go off without us. 
“We have never had any 
problems travelling with other 
airlines and for a company that 
prides itself on its services for 
disabled passengers, AA 
showed little consideration for 


disabled passengers or knowl- 
edge of disability issues.” 

An AA spokesperson said: 
“We did not allow the child to 
fly for safety reasons. We 
would have been happy if she 
had been in an_orthokinetic 
wheelchair, but did not feel she 
would be safe sitting on her 
mother’s knee.” 


CARCHAIR IN ACTION 


Constables understand the needs of the wheelchair user...which is not 
surprising when you consider our pedigree... with over twelve years’ 
first-hand experience of the mobility market. 
The Carchair is a wheelchair system which becomes the front 
passenger or driver's seat of a standard production motor car. 
Naturally, this eliminates the need to transfer from wheelchair 

to car seat and avoids the purchase of a ‘special’ vehicle. 

As a complete unit the Carchair system comprises a specially 
designed wheelchair and easy-to-operate lift mechanism 

which can be fitted into a range of vehicles. The wheel- 

chair itself is as much at home around the house as it 

is in the family car or out-of-doors. 
Quite simply, no other wheel- 

chair is so adaptable. 


Constables LTD - DepTDN - Freepost BR1032 - HAlsHAM - East Sussex - BN21 1BR - TeLePHone (0323) 440606 


IN BRIEF 
Re Sante nT 


Have your say 

Pupils who stammer can have 
their say at a special meeting in 
London on 11 September. The 
Association for Stammerers 
hopes to hold further meetings 
in Birmingham, Manchester, 


Glasgow or Edinburgh, and | 
produce guidance for schools at . 


the end. 


Director Peter 


bullying and_ teasing, 
development, oral exams and 
careers advice. But we want to 
find out what issues are most 
important, and how they can be 


remedied.” 


Rachel Albert, tel: 081-983 1003. 


Trust means business 


A new project to improve the” 
job chances of visually impaired | 


pupils by giving schools the lat- 
est computer technology was 
launched in June. 

The three visually-impaired 
founders of the Blind in Busi- 
ness Trust returned to their old 
school, the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind’s New 
College, Worcester, to deliver a 
£35,000 network of ten com- 
puter terminals. The machines 
have the latest in voice-synthe- 
siser technology. The 
now hopes to equip Lindon 
Lodge School, Wimbledon, 
with specially adapted equip- 
ment, including a CD-ROM. 


Welcome one and all 


Disabled customers should get 


Cartwright 
said: “We know there are prob- | 
lems with involvement in class 
discussions, reading out loud, 
some | 
unsympathetic teachers, social | 


Trust | 
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a warmer welcome from shops_ 


and businesses following the 
publication of a new good- 
practice guide last month. 


Welcoming Disabled Customers 


is published by the Employers’ 
Forum on_ Disability. The 
Forum’s 86 members include 
British Gas, which sponsored 


the guide, Barclays Bank and 


the British Railways Board. 


Tips for sales staff include 


offering people a seat and not 
treating adults as children. 


£1.75. Bulk prices on request. 
Tel: 071-260 5014. 


BT video 

A free video explaining where 
and why BT gives money and 
expertise has just been released. 
BT is Britain’s largest corporate 
donor, distributing £14.4 mil- 
lion a year - half a per cent of 
its pre-tax profits. 


Tel: 071-356 6678. 


Corrections 

From DN July: The Oxford 
Children’s Encyclopaedia in 
braille is available from the 
National Library for the Blind, 
Cromwell Road, Bredbury, 
Stockport SK6 2SG. Ken 
Keen, former director of Mota- 
bility, won an OBE in the 
Queen’s birthday honours. 
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‘Three million disabled people living in poverty’ 


Nearly half of Britain’s 6.2 mil- 
lion disabled people are living 
in poverty, according to a new 
report published by the Policy 
Studies Institute (PSI) last 
month. 

The PSI, an independent 
research charity that carries out 
studies of economic, industrial 
and social policy, found that 
more than a million disabled 
people do not have enough 


money to meet their ordinary 
needs. When extra costs, such 
as heating, special diet and 
transport are taken into 
account, the number of people 
living in poverty rises to nearly 
three million. 

Researchers, funded by the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 
reinterpreted a 1985 survey of 
disabled adults by the Office of 


Population Censuses and Sur- 


More therapy needed 


A group of parents has written 
to Prime Minister John Major, 
asking him to ensure that local 
authorities provide enough 
therapy to disabled children. 

The letter by GOALS?: 
National Campaign to Establish 
Paediatric Occupational Ther- 
apy, said children were not get- 
ting all the occupational, 
speech and physiotherapy they 
needed. GOALS called on Mr 
Major to make it an urgent, 
legal duty of local authorities to 
provide adequate services. 

The Wrexham-based group 
carried out a survey among 22 
occupational therapists, which 
revealed that paediatric services 
were over-stretched, sometimes 
to “breaking point”. 


Want to be 


Seven said there was no pae- 
diatric occupational therapy 
service for clients, and 15 said 
only a very limited service was 
being provided. 

GOALS organiser Ken 
Mack, who has two disabled 
sons, said: “There may only be 
a limited amount of resources 
available, but probably many 
thousands of children are being 
denied access to specialised 
paediatric occupational therapy, 
which can give enormous impe- 
tus to their development. Help- 
ing these children to achieve 
their potential will in the long 
term save precious resources.” 


*19 Crathie Place, Rhosddu, 
Wrexham, Clwyd, LLII 2BH 


a manager? 


veys (OPCS) using their own 
criteria and data from more 
recent studies. 

PSI researchers Richard 
Bertoud, Jane lLakey and 
Stephen McKay found that: 

* severely disabled men earn, 
on average, only 15 per cent of 
what non-disabled men of a 
similar age and _ background 
earn 

* severely disabled people 


spend £47 a week more due to 
their disability 

* most disabled people do not 
qualify for Disability Living 
Allowance and less than half of 
disabled people _ claiming 


Income Support are entitled to 
the Disability Premium. 

A PSI spokesperson - said: 
“We found that previous sur- 
veys have greatly underesti- 
mated the amount of poverty 


among disabled people. Inva- 
lidity Benefit has been rela- 
tively successful at protecting 
claimants, but this may change 
if the Government goes ahead 
with plans to reduce its cost by 
£1.3 billion per year.” 


The Economic Problems of Dis- 
abled People, PSI, £12.95, 
BEBC Ltd, PO Box 1496, 
Poole, Dorset, BH12 3YD. 


Thirty disabled people will get 
the chance to train to be man- 
agers under a new scheme 
launched last month. 

The “Fast Track” scheme 
involves a partnership between 
the Spastics Society, 25 Train- 


ing and Enterprise Councils 
and major companies such as 
ICI, Barclays Bank and The 
Boots Company. 


For application details, tel: 071- 
387 9571 ext 219. 


Compare these 
features and you 
can only draw one 
conclusion. The 
Newton Sport is the 
best electric scooter 
available anywhere - 
at the most 
competitive price. 
Standard Features 


Re EWICR introduce the 


Sport Electric SUNS 


e Canopy with pull down Mmdstreen e Full lighting kit 

e All terrain with 35 mile range ¢ 4 & 8 mph class 3 usage 
e Sealed batteries - no maintenance « Wide wheels 

e Large shopping basket ¢ Front luggage container 

e Superb styling « Comfortableadjustable seat 
e Mobility allowance available 


pull ED ae 
[NEWION Newton Products, Freepost, Birmingham, B33 8BR i 
EWTON 783 6081 Fax: 021 783 5723 


| NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE: 


| For full information, tick box(es) required and return this coupon to the above address. 


MANUAL CHAIRS 


[] MANUAL CHAIRS 
Special Applications 


General Purpose 
DN 8/93 


Hone & Special Medical use pope) ae 


Samantha Farrant (left) and Mirran Hall (right) were among the many scribblers who met 
their penfriends for the first time at the summer party of Write Away, the correspondence 
club for disabled children, at Royal Mail headquarters in London. With them is Write Away 
chairman Sir Anthony Tippet, general manager of Great Ormond Street hospital. Write 
Away, PO Box 105, 62 Riverside 3, Rochester, Kent ME2 4BE. 


PRODUCT 


ADVISORY : SERVICE 


The DEPEND® range of high quality disposable products is 
manufactured by Kimberly-Clark, the makers of KLEENEX® and 
KOTEX® products. DEPEND® products are specifically designed 
for all bladder control problems in both men and women. 


Products are available from Chemists and Home Delivery Service:- 


Shields For light bladder control problems (ultra 


slim for discretion) 


Normal and Extra absorbency for moderate 
to heavy problems (comfortable open-sided 
garment with elastic straps) 


Undergarments - 


Heavy bladder control problems (unique 
garment which gives all round lower body 
protection) 


Fitted Briefs 


For further information please telephone the DEPEND® Product 
Advisory Service on CALLFREE 0800 521 128. 
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Putting 
patients in 
the picture 


A revolutionary new computer 
is being used to improve the 
communication skills of chil- 
dren with speech and hearing 
impairments at Bradford Royal 
Infirmary. 

The SpeechViewer machine, 
made by IBM, tells patients the 
sound they are making by using 


f you've only ever admired our 
cars from afar, it's time you took 


a Closer look. 


Because right now a brand new 
Peugeot is well within your reach, 
with prices keener than ever. 


In terms of style, performance, 
comfort and handling, any Peugeot 


could hardly be improved. 


For your particular needs, 
however, improvements could hardly 


be easier. 


Your dealer can arrange for your 
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cartoon characters and com- 
puter graphics. For example, 
the smile on a circus clown’s 
face broadens as a_patient’s 
loudness increases and a mon- 
key runs up a tree when a word 
is said accurately. 

Paul Marlow, 12, from Brad- 
ford, who had a_ cochlear 
implant last year, is the first 
person to use the machine. 

His mother, Mandy, said: “It 
has meant Paul is far more 
interested in coming to therapy 
sessions and finding it easier to 
differentiate between the 


Paul Marlow (centre) tries out SpeechViewer with Infirmary staff 


ONE LOOK 


AT OUR 
PRICES 


AND YOU'LL BE 


CONVERTED 


~ 


vehicle (whether your choice is a 
106, 205, 309, 405 or 605) to take 
swivel seats, hand controls, and 
cranes for wheelchairs, with an 


absolute minimum of fuss. 


Should other special features such 
as electric windows, or a sunroof 
seem a refreshing idea, we're sure 
that your Peugeot Representative will 
be equally accommodating. 


For further information, please 


contact your local 

Peugeot Dealer, who 

will be able to help you os 
decide which mode! 

best suits your needs. —————" 
And your pocket. MOTABILITY 


PEUGEO Fi ic uta eee 


sounds he is making by watch- 
ing the images on screen.” 

Lesley Allwood, speech and 
language therapist at the Infir- 
mary, said: “The Speech Viewer 
machine is proving an invalu- 
able aid in helping our patients 
gain control over the pitch, 
loudness and timing of their 
voice.” 

SpeechViewer is supplied by 
Papworth Ability Services and 
costs £4,000. 


Papworth Ability Services, tel: 


(0480) 830345. 


Arthritis 
puzzle: a 
new clue 


Doctors are developing a new 
treatment for rheumatoid 


arthritis, which affects 1.2 mil-| 


lion people in Britain. 

The condition occurs when 
the body’s immune system 
attacks joints, causing stiffness 
and swelling. 

Although the cause is 
unknown, Professor David 
Blake and his team at the Royal 
London Hospital have found a 
vital clue. They noticed that 
some people’s bodies behave 
symmetrically, 
one joint is attacked by arthritis 
it sends a warning to its partner 
on the other side of the body. 
The second joint 
mount its own defences, caus- 
ing inflammation and pain. 

A drug, which may interrupt 
this process, is now being 
developed. ‘Trials began in 
March and Professor Blake said 
initial results were promising. 


An Arthritis Care spokesper-- 


son said: “We are hopeful that 
a new treatment will come out 
of this area of research.” 


MND gene — 


is found 


Scientists 


rone Disease (MND). 


MND is a rapidly progress- | 
ing, muscle-wasting condition t 
that destroys motor neurones in | 


the brain and spine. 
An _ international 


ucts of the body’s processes. 


It is not yet clear why the | 
mutations cause MND, but the | 
team believe their discovery | 
will eventually lead to new | 


treatments. 


Peter Cardy, director of the | 
Motor Neurone Disease Asso- 
ciation, said: “This is marvel- | 
lous news and a vital piece in | 
the jigsaw, but it does not mean | 


a cure is in sight.” 


so that when) 


starts to | 


i 
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have discovered a) 
gene that may hold the key to a | 
new treatment for Motor Neu- 


research | 
team, led by American scientist | 
Dr Robert Brown, has discoy- \ 
ered that people with inherited | 
MND have a genetic mutation. | 
This reduces the production of { 
an enzyme called superoxide } 
dismatuse, which protects neu- | 
rone cells from damage by | 
“free radicals” - toxic by-prod- | 
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Scots percussionist Evelyn Glennie, who is deaf, plays a rattan (drum beat) for the Rattan 
palm at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Ms Glennie gave a concert to raise funds towards 
the world’s first database on the palm. JOAN SISLEY 


£3m for students 


The Higher Education Funding 
Council for England (HEFCE) 
is providing £3 million in 
1993/4 to give special needs 
students better facilities and 
courses. 

The HEFCE is giving grants 
to 38 universities and colleges 
after getting proposals from 103 
institutions on how, with help, 
they could be more accessible. 

An advisory group on access, 
which included Professor Alan 
Hurst of SKILL: National 
Bureau for Students with Dis- 
abilities, recommended which 
projects should be funded. 

Among those which 
ceeded were: 

* Derby University, to extend 
the use of sign language and 
improve the use of radio loop 
systems in lectures; 

* the Open University, to pro- 
vide blind students with elec- 


suc- 


tronic and audio versions of 
course materials on compact 
disc; 

* Birmingham University, to 
build a wooden model of the 
campus which blind students 
can walk round and touch; 

* Lancaster University, to set 
up a special needs unit and 
improve access to buildings; 

* Edge Hill College of Higher 
Education, to install new tech- 
nology in students’ homes. This 
would allow disabled students 
to study without travelling to 
the campus. 

HEFCE chief executive, Pro- 
fessor Graeme Davies, said: 
“The proposals put forward 
were very impressive and cov- 
ered a wide range of special 
needs. The support provided by 
the council will help these uni- 
versities and colleges build on 


Respite home needs cash 


Angry parents are campaigning 
to improve respite care services 
in mid-Devon. 

They have called on Devon 
county council to give Barnes 
Close respite care home in Wil- 
land £100,000 so that staff can 
provide services seven days a 
week. 

The home opened three 
years ago for children in Tiver- 
ton and Culn Valley. At the 
moment, it only opens four 
days a week because there is 
not enough money to pay for 
full-time staff. 

The four staff are provided 
by Exeter Community Health 
Trust. Devon county council 
has given a £5,000 grant, but 
parents believe it should do 
more. 

Members of the Thursday 
Club, a support group for par- 
ents of disabled children, are 
putting pressure on councillors 
by collecting petitions and 
writing to local MPs. They 
have also made a video about 
the home which is being shown 
on local television. 

Parent Mary Turner, from 


Hemyock, said: “We are furi- 
ous with Devon social services 
because they won’t reply to our 
letters. We live in a very iso- 
lated part of Devon and need 
adequate cover for holidays and 
emergencies.” 

A Devon county council 
spokesperson said: “We recog- 
nise that respite care is an 
important service and would 


THE CONSORT ARTICULATED DIVAN BED 


LUXURY AT THE PUSH OF A BUTTON FOR BOTH THE 
INFIRM AND ABLE-BODIED AT A PRICE BOTH CAN AFFORD. 


* PRICES FROM £434.00 + V.A.T. * 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO Q.P.S. 
FREEPOST (MR 8560) MANCHESTER M16 8HB 


give more funding if the 
resources were available.” 


*CP Action is a new support 
group for parents of children 
with cerebral palsy and similar 
disabilities which has been set 
up in Oxfordshire. 


For CP Action, contact Elaine 
Holmes, tel: (0527) 550909. 


* Choice of electrically 
controlled or manual versions 


* Top quality pocket sprung 
mattress 


* Available in single or double 
(each side individually 
controlled) sizes. 

* Optional adjustable vibrating 
unit 

* 8" ground clearance - ideal 
for storage or accommodating 
other appliances. 


facilities they already provide.” 


BUYING A 
KITCHEN??? 


Stop! 


Check this first 


We specialise in the design and fitting 
of kitchens for those with special 
needs at a fraction of the cost you 


would normally expect to pay. 


All our units are of rigid hand built 
construction and can be altered to 
suit your individual needs. 


We will not be beaten on quality, 
price or service. 
ENGLAND: SCOTLAND: WALES: 


CLASSIC KITCHENS 
0295 812768 


New Equipment, New Methods, New Perspectives. REHA 95. 


For disabled people and their relatives, for 
trade visitors and carers, for the chronically 
ill and for elderly people — in short for all 
those who want to find out about the latest 
equipment and services, REHA is the 
world’s Number 1 meeting point: from 6th to 
10th October 1993 more than 500 exhibitors 
will be presenting new equipment which 
makes every day life easier for disabled 
people. At an exhibition centre, which is 


RERAGS 


Decided 


=, 


6.-10. 10.93 


Opening times: daily 10.00 am to 6.00 pm 


designed with the disabled in mind. 
“Europa 93”, integration at the workplace 
and home care are the focal points this 
year. Get up to date at the Forum and at the 
Congress. Receive advice from trade asso- 
ciations and from organisations. Enjoy the 
Sports Centre, the European Cultural Festi- 
val EUCREA and the Design Competition. 
Come to REHA 93. Welcome. 


Messe [als| Diisseldorf 


Dusseldorf Trade Fair Agency Ltd. - Charles House - 108/110 Finchley Road - London NW3 5JJ - Tel.: 071-7940166 - Fax: 071-4359967 
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‘Immense’ burden 
on Alzheimer carers 


Care in the communuty is 
putting carers of people with 
dementia under increasing 
strain, financially and emotion- 
ally, says a new report from the 
Alzheimer’s Disease Society. 

Half the 1,303 members who 
took part in the survey spend 
more than 80 hours a week car- 
ing for a relative or friend. 
Almost all (97 per cent) have 
emotional problems: stress, tired- 
ness, depression and lonelines. 

While a fifth of carers aged 
over 80 spent more than £300 a 
month on funding care, 41 per 
cent of all carers draw on pri- 
vate savings and assets, take out 
a loan or sell property. 

“The burden they face is 
immense,” says executive 
director Harry Cayton. He 
finds it “ironic” that the Euro- 
pean Year of Older People has 
coincided with changes in the 
care system which transfer the 
cost of being old and ill from 


the state to elderly people and 
reduces “quite markedly” the 
contribution of health services to 
the care of chronically sick older 
people. “The financial impact 
of the Government’s plans will 
begin to bite only in the next 
year or two.” 

The Society wants Parlia- 


ment to look at the financial: 


hardship felt by most pension- 
ers; benefits to cover the extra 
costs of caring; an official look 
at the difficulties of claiming, 
and joint benefits take-up 
campaigns by Government and 
voluntary agencies. 


Deprivation & Dementia, £2.95, 
tel: 071-306 0606. 


* The Winged Fellowship Trust 
has called on councils to ring- 
fence money for respite care 
after a Gallop survey showed 
that 43 per cent of carers will 
not get a break this year. 


Holiday in the Algarve? 


Vilamoura on the Algarve is 
the place to be seen in. For- 
mer Manchester United and 
Scotland soccer star Dennis 
Law met president of the 
Spastics Society's West 
Region, Mrs Joyce Smith 
(right), who has bought a 
luxury adapted apartment 
in the Four Seasons com- 
plex on behalf of her local 
group. Three more await 


buyers. Tel: (0722) 710335. 


Jenny Cook (left) and Ruth Hill joined over 40 disabled peo- 
ple at the head of this year’s Lesbian and Gay Pride March 
in London in June. 100,000 people took part. More disabled 
people joined the celebration afterwards at Brockwell Park, 


where signers and a rest marquee were provided. 


CHRIS KILLICK 


Ethical ways to information 


The rights and opinions of dis- 
abled people must be respected 
by researchers collecting infor- 
mation about them, said speak- 
ers at a conference sponsored 
by the Spastics Society in June. 

Much more information is 
needed which could improve 
the lives of disabled people, so 
it is important that disabled 
people should be involved in 
projects and kept informed. 

On consent and confidential- 


ity, it was agreed that disabled 
people must understand what 
they are consenting to. Some- 
times decisions are difficult, for 
example, for adults with a 
learning disability or for a par- 
ent consenting on behalf of a 
disabled child. 

It was agreed that researchers 
can share data if consent has 
been given and disclosure is 
carefully controlled. 


Further information from Peter 
McDonald, tel: 071-387 9571 
ext 259. 


Plans put jobs in jeopardy 
Continued from page 1 


when the official unemployment 
rate for disabled people is 19 per 
cent, and there is an enormous 
pool of hidden unemployment, 
what is needed is more, not less, 
Government assistance.” 
Director general of the 
RNIB Ian Bruce said: “Many 
employers have struggled to 
survive the recession and feel 
they cannot afford the extra costs 
which will now fall on them if 
they take on a disabled person.” 
Archy Kirkwood, Social 


Security Spokesperson for the - 


Liberal Democrats, said: “It is 
appalling that the Government 
has again chosen to attack the 
most vulnerable in _ society. 
This programme will increase 
employers’ costs and jeopardise 
disabled people’s jobs at a time 
when employers must be en- 
couraged to include people with 
disabilities in the workforce.” 
Susan Scott-Parker, director 
of the Employers’ Forum on 
Disability, said: “Any measure 
that discourages employers 
from developing positive poli- 
cies on retention of disabled 
employees is very worrying.” 
Charities fear that putting an 
upper limit on grants to dis- 
abled people over five years 
will hit people who get recur- 
ring payments, such as fares. 
But they welcomed giving 


unemployed deaf people help 
with the cost of sign language 


interpreters at interviews, and 
grants towards personal assis- 
tants. Chief executive of the 
Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People Stuart Etherington 
said: “We are pleased that the 
Minister, for the first time, has 
recognised that human commu- 
nicators are just as important as 
technical aids.” 


Walking Problems? 


The NEW RANGER is the nearest you 
can get to a CAR without the need of 
Road Tax or a Driving Licence. 
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1. Travels 35 miles with speeds up to 8 m.p.h.| 

2. Large storage capacity, front & rear, for shopping. 

3. It will carry up to 30 stone. 

4. 2 Year Makers Guarantee. 

5. It will climb a 1 in 3 hill. 

6. Detachable All-Weather 

Canopy is included. 

It will go up a 6" 

kerb at any angle. 

8.Sprung seating for 

extra comfort. 


TODAY’S BEST-EQUIPPED SMALL CAR 
OEEERS YOU SOMETHING EXTRA... 


... YOUR INDEPENDENCE. 


Now you can really enjoy independence in the most impressive 
“small” car of the 90’s. The stylish Clio has rapidly become a 
favourite for disabled people because it gives you big car comfort. 

The award-winning Clio is big on choice too. For example, 
power steering is standard on three versions and optional on a 
further three. A four-speed, twin-range automatic gearbox is also 
available on 1.4 litre RN and RT models. (Power steering is 
standard on all Clio automatics.) 

A height adjustable driver’s seat with adjustable lumbar 
support is available on all versions from 
RT upwards. 

And both a 24W hi-fi with fingertip 
remote control and remote control 
central locking are standard on RT and 
optional on RN versions. 

The five-door Clio can also be fitted 


with a Kempf rear sliding door conversion and electric hoist to 
make stowing a wheelchair behind your seat a simple, push- 
button operation. In fact, most models in the Renault range can 
be adapted to make the disabled motorist’s life easier and more 
enjoyable with modifications by specialists including hand 
controls, swivel seats and flip-over accelerator. 

Renault is an approved manufacturer on the Motability Car 
Purchase Scheme, so if you receive a mobility allowance you’re 
eligible to choose from most of the Renault range and purchase at 
the special Motability price. 

Ask at your local Renault dealer for details of the Renault 
Disabled Motorists Programme, special finance terms and any 
required modifications, or return the coupon below. 


Phone or Send - 
TODAY 
for 
FREE 


COLOUR 
BROCHURE 


RENAULT 


Please send me details of the Renault Disabled Motorists Pro d d 7 
gramme and special financial terms. 
Return to: Renault Special Sales, FREEPOST, PO Box 21, Aylesbury Road, Thame, Oxon OX9 3BR. Tel: 0800 525150. 


NAME: ADDRESS: 
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POSTCODE: TELEPHONE NO: 
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UK carers’ mean 
deal revealed 


Benefits for British carers 
should be increased to bring 
them into line with other Euro- 
pean countries, says a new 
report by the Government’s 
social security advisers. 

The Social Security Advi- 
sory Committee is also calling 
for a less stringent method of 
means-testing, tax allowances 
and employment protection 
measures for carers, and direct 
payments to disabled people to 
give them more choice. 

The report, Paying for Care: 
Lessons from Europe, says 
Britain’s £37.50-a-week Invalid 
Care Allowance (ICA) is “not 
generous” compared with simi- 
lar benefits in Ireland, France, 
Germany, Italy, Sweden and 
Finland. 

Benefit levels for carers in 
Sweden are more than twice 
those in Britain; in Finland a 
third higher; and in Ireland a 
fifth higher. 

In Italy, France and Ger- 
many, benefits are paid to dis- 
abled people rather than to 
carers and the rates are higher. 

The equivalent rate of 
Severe Disability Premium in 
France is almost three times 
the level in Britain, whereas 
Italy's and Germany’s equiva- 
lent is twice as high. 


The report criticises British 
means-testing, which takes car- 
ers’ savings into account, and 
recommends further examina- 
tion of the French and Italian 
systems, which employ less rig- 
orous means-testing. 

Committee chairman, Sir 
Peter Barclay, said: “Although 
the UK compares very 
favourably with other countries 
in the way it treats carers as 
individuals with their own 
needs and rights,’ our study 
shows that the rate of ICA is 
not generous compared with 
other countries.” 

ICA is paid to those under 
pension age who care for peo- 
ple more than 35 hours a week. 

Ken Kelling of the Caring 
Costs campaign - an alliance of 
45 charities and _ voluntary 
groups - welcomed the report 
and wants the Government to 
act on its findings. 

He said: “Carers save the 
country billions of pounds a 
year, but get very little in 
return. It is disgraceful that 
ICA is equivalent to only 11 
per cent of national average 
earnings.” 


Paying for Care: Lessons from 
Europe, £19.50, HMSO, tel: 
071-873 9090. 


Jobless funds at risk 


A new European Commission 
(EC) proposal to subsidise 
struggling industries is putting 
funds for unemployed disabled 
people at risk. 

The EC plans to save 
enough money to help strug- 
gling firms by cutting next 
year’s budget for unemployed 
people in each member state. It 
is expected that the budget for 
England, Scotland and Wales 
will be cut by £66 million. 


The National Council for 
Voluntary Organisations 
(NCVO) has warned that this 
would mean a large cut in 
money given to help train and 
support jobless disabled people. 

Christine Evans, head of 
NCVO’s employment and 
training, said: “If the proposal 
goes ahead it will have disas- 
trous consequences, leading to 
the loss of job opportunities for 
many disabled people.” 


TIDE initiative launched 


The European Commission 
(EC) has proposed an initiative 
that would increase the inde- 
pendence of elderly and dis- 
abled people in Europe. 

The ‘Technology Initiative 
for Disabled and Elderly peo- 
ple (TIDE) - first introduced 
as a pilot project two years ago 
- will be allocated a budget of 


over £26 million for 1993-4 if 
it is approved by the Council of 
Ministers on 11 October. 

The money will help fund 
research and development pro- 
jects that use advanced com- 
munication systems, such as 
information databases, to 
improve the lives of elderly and 
disabled people. 


A message to the world 


Hundreds of letters, poems and 
pictures by disabled people will 
be presented to the United 
Nations (UN) General Assem- 
bly in October. 

Delivery will be made by 
Disability Awareness in Action 
(DAA) - a project formed by 
five international disability 
groups - to support the actions 
of disabled people worldwide. 


DAA aims to increase dis- 
ability awareness among UN 
members by collecting as many 
statements as possible. 

Project director Rachel Hurst 
said: “We want more letters, 
poems and pictures to show the 
UN how we feel.” 


DAA, 11 Belgrave Road, Lon- 
don SWIV IRB. 
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Romanian physiotherapist 
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s (from left to right) Mariana Nitu, Costel Buterchi, Lenatu 


Hutana and Daniella Soroceanu are busy ringing the changes at the Ionaseni orphanage in 
Moldavia after taking a training course at the Spastics Society’s Meldreth Manor school. 
The team were taught a wide range of skills, including activity planning, assessing children 


and delivering community care packages during their five-week stay. 


Civil rights down under 


Australian senators have passed 
a law that makes discrimination 
against disabled people illegal. 

The Disability Discrimina- 
tion Act aims to eliminate dis- 
crimination in work, 
accommodation, education, 
clubs, sport, leisure facilities, 
and services. 

It was developed in consulta- 
tion with the Human Rights 
and Equal Opportunities Com- 
mission and a wide range of 
Australian disability groups, 
including the Disability Advi- 
sory Council of Australia. 


Elizabeth Hastings has been 
appointed as the first Disability 
Discrimination Commissioner, 
handling complaints by dis- 
abled people. 

Health Minister and Deputy 
Prime Minister Brian Howe 
said: “This law will have far- 
reaching effects by helping to 
remove the barriers facing dis- 
abled people.” 

The opposition Democrat 
Deputy Leader Meg Lees said 
the law was an “important 
breakthrough”, but should be 
tougher on offenders. 


YOU MAGAZINE/SOLO 


Thai protest 


Angry disabled _ protestors 
demonstrated outside Govern- 
ment House in Bangkok, Thai- 
land, in May. 

Members of Thailand Dis- 
abled Peoples’ International 
(TDPI) were angry that the 
Ministry of Industry had 
moved Charown Piencharoen, 
director general of the Mineral 
Resources Department, from 
his job because he had been 
disabled in a plane crash. 

A TDPI spokesperson said: 
“This is an unjustifiable act of 
discrimination.” 


available anywhere else. 


injury cover is given. 


e Wheelchairs are covered 


settlements. 


current insurer. 


As Fish Insurance are UK’s leading insurer of 
people with disabilities, with probably more 
knowledge of the needs of disabled people than 
any other insurer, you will find many cover 
improvements built into the policy and not 


e “Keep Mobile” provides free car hire or taxis 
from day one and immediate repairs may be 
undertaken anywhere in the UK. 


e Medical certificates are not required and high 


e Protected Bonus (no loss of no claims 
discount in the event of an accident). 


e “Keep Mobile” is available on cars and vans 
modified for disabled passengers. 


e Adaptations & modifications are replaced on a 
new for old basis irrespective of the age of 
the car which gives much higher write-off claim 


Cover for any driver over age 21 years. 


e “Keep Mobile” is guaranteed to cost 10% less 
than you comprehensive renewal with your 


New Insurance Scheme 
to Help you “Keep Mobile” 


Motorists with disabilities have special requirements when they have an accident and their car has to be 
repaired. To be deprived of mobility and independence is devastating and is only catered for adequately by 
Fish Insurance under their “Keep Mobile” scheme. 


“Keep Mobile” comes with a 7 day “no quibble” money back guarantee. 


The service and care that you will receive from Fish Insurance is exceptional and not restricted to cars. 
They offer many other types of insurance, specially designed for people with disabilities and it is 
worthwhile sending for their free insurance leaflet. 


‘Keep Mobile’ 
Car Insurance for 
People with Disabilities 


| Please send more information on “Keep Mobile” Car Insurance 
My policy is due for renewal ON ...........cccceeeeeeneeeee 


Guaranteed 
to save you 
money 


Provides the 
widest cover 
available 
in the UK 


available from 
M.J. Fish & Co. 
FREEPOST 
PRESTON 
PR2 2BR 
Tel: (0772) 
724442 
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Why can’t you get a 
job? A new survey 
involving disabled 


people supplied 
some unexpected 
answers. 

Gaby Wills explains 


People with disabilities say that 
fear of discrimination, inade- 
quate training and weak sup- 
port for job seekers are the 
main reasons preventing them 
looking for or attaining 
employment (see charts right). 

But some “barriers”, such as 
lack of suitable jobs, are myths. 

These are the findings of a 
new report by Business School 
students at the University of 
North London for Excel 
Employment, a charity recruit- 
ment agency specialising in the 
employment of disabled peo- 
ple. 

Forty-seven employers and 
96 disabled people in North 
London were surveyed, using 
questionnaires and interviews, 
from December ’92 to March 
93. Results were compared 
with earlier studies and Govy- 
ernment statistics. 


What employers thought 
Just over half (52 per cent) of 
the employers employed at 
least one person with a disabil- 
ity, and over 80 per cent of 
them described their disabled 
employees as “valuable mem- 
bers of the workforce who con- 
tribute greatly to the 
performance of the company”. 

A hefty 85 per cent said that 
no adaptation of their premises 
had been needed. 

Of the 48 per” cent of 
employers who employed no 
disabled people, more than 
three quarters thought the 


major problems were not 
enough suitable jobs and too 
few disabled applicants. 
Almost 60 per cent said lack 
of relevant experience was the 
main drawback and 42 per cent 


mentioned lack of © skills. 
Unsuitable premises, not 
deemed a problem by most 
employers with disabled 


employees, was seen as one by 
40 per cent of this group. 


Disabled people’s views 

Only 38 per cent of the dis- 
abled people were in jobs. But 
most said their work condi- 
tions, colleagues’ attitudes and 
job satisfaction were “very good”. 


Only six per cent were 
employed in professional or 
managerial posts, compared 


with 23 per cent of non-dis- 
abled workers. Yet 36 per cent 
had A’ levels or higher. As one 
person put it: “... most disabled 
people seeking managerial jobs 
have better qualifications than 
non-disabled candidates, but 
have no experience so they end 
up being grateful for any job, 
even if it is a low status, low 
skill and low pay job.” 

Of the 62 per cent who were 
unemployed, a _ third were 
actively seeking employment - 
three times the general rate for 
Greater London in early 1993. 

Among the non-job seekers, 
68 per cent were “discouraged 
workers” (once employed in 
low status jobs who had given 
up looking for better ones). 

Like the employers who had 
no disabled employees, unem- 
ployed disabled people thought 
there were not enough suitable 
jobs. This myth was exploded 
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What the job barriers are .. 


by the survey (see chart right). 
Many disabled people possess 
the skills sought by employers. 


Recruitment problems 
A growing number of employ- 
ers wanted to employ people 
with disabilities, but had diffi- 
culties attracting them. 
Disabled people put forward: 
* Inadequate education and 
training, leading to inappropri- 
ate work skills and a conspicu- 
ous lack of work experience, 
which undermines confidence. 
“All we are educated for is to 
go to day centres.” 
* Scepticism about the 
“tokenism” of employers. 
“Anyone can say they have an 
equal opportunities policy, but 
if the job advertisements said 
that disabled people are wel- 
come to apply or the premises 
are suitable for people with spe- 
cial needs, it would show they 
really mean it. Some employers 
interview disabled people not 
because they are going to employ 
them, but because they want to 
be seen to be doing so.” 
* Discriminatory attitudes of 
employers towards disabled 
people’s needs. “Disabled peo- 
ple are employed on terms set 
by able-bodied people ... the 
responsibility for disability is 
placed on the disabled person - 
we are expected to provide 
non-disabled managers with the 
means of overcoming the prob- 
lems we give them, such as 
training or special equipment. ” 
Two proposals in the report 
are that barriers on both sides 
might be broken down by 
increasing contact through 
short-term work placements, 
and employer/employee net- 
works set up by disability 
groups. With better communi- 
cation, recruitment and job- 
seeking methods might be 
sorted out too (see chart below). 


Barriers to Employment of Dis- 
abled People, £7.95 from Excel 
Employment, tel: 081-347 8756. 
Gaby Wills is one of the authors. 


Employers’ recruitment methods and disabled people’s job seeking methods 
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.. and how they can be overcome 


Phil Friend uses the 
Excel report as a 
launch pad for 


comment, ideas 
and advice 


Having a job, or being involved 
in meaningful work, is crucially 
important to most of us - 
socially as well as economically. 
But, as the Excel report (see 
page 12) clearly demonstrates, 
prejudice and discrimination 
continue to thwart the desire of 
disabled people to find and 
keep jobs. 

The recession has seen many 
firms fold, while thousands of 
others have struggled to sur- 
vive. For most employers, 
recruitment has been put on 
hold. Many jobs have gone, 
perhaps for ever, and redun- 
dancy has become the watch- 
word for the 790s. In this 
competitive climate of dimin- 
ishing employment opportuni- 
ties the survey was carried out. 


Implications for employers 
One fact to emerge was that 71 
per cent of companies surveyed 
employ fewer than 20 people, 
so they are not legally bound 
by the Quota Scheme. Because 
of their size, most of these 
firms are unlikely to have the 
time and money to invest in 
training, unless it is directly 
related to the day-to-day needs 
of the business. 

This lack of resources and 
training opportunities has lim- 
ited still further the chances of 
disabled people finding work. 

Worse, the survey revealed 
that 81 per cent of employers 
said there were no “suitable” 
obs available for disabled 
applicants, 75 per cent said that 
there was a lack of disabled 
applicants, and 40 per cent said 
their premises were unsuitable. 

No suitable jobs, a lack of 
applicants, unsuitable premises 
- really? Let’s flip the coin over. 

According to the survey, 62 
per cent of the disabled people 
were unemployed; many had 
the skills needed for the avail- 
ible jobs; most disabled people 
require no adaptations to 
Premises; and job suitability 
should be seen as part of the 
election process. More evi- 
lence that far too many 
smployers have no real aware- 
less and understanding of dis- 
bility issues. 

One way of addressing this is 
or small companies to have 
lisability equality training - 
700d in theory, though don’t 
1old your breath. 

Recession-hit businesses are 
nost unlikely to enrol on these 
ourses, unless they are actively 
ncouraged and funded. This is 
where the new Training and 
tnterprise Councils (TECs) 
‘an play an important role. 

The Government is, we are 
ed to believe, fully committed 
0 equality of opportunity. The 


Employment Department (ED) 
has said that unemployed dis- 
abled people are their highest 
priority. But there is little evi- 
dence to back up these claims. 

Can the ED and the TECs 
put their hands on their hearts 
and say they are doing all they 
can to persuade companies to 
operate equal opportunities 
policies? I think not. 

Nor is there any real indica- 


tion that they are prepared to 
provide resources to encourage 
employers to explore and pro- 
mote disability issues. 

Against this backcloth of 
lack of awareness, prejudice 
and discrimination, it is hardly 
surprising that the Excel survey 
indentified a group of “discour- 
aged workers”, who may have 
learned from bitter experience 
that they are likely to be 


“Are the Employment 
Department and the 
TECs doing all they can 
to persuade companies 
to operate equal 
opportunites policies? 
I think not.” 


rejected. A vicious circle, as 
many of those surveyed had 
real difficulties completing 
application forms, attending 
interviews and feeling positive 
about their skills and abilities. 

Even some of the disabled 
people in work lacked interview 
and form-filling skills. 

That is a sobering thought, 
given the present cut throat 
competition for jobs and that, 
by the year 2000, it is predicted 
90 per cent of all new jobs will 
require a degree or equivalent 
qualification, and half a million 
semi-skilled or unskilled jobs 
will have disappeared. In the 
survey, 68 per cent of those 
questioned were semi-skilled or 
unskilled manual workers. 

Quality education and train- 
ing are therefore essential if 
disabled people are to compete 
fairly and equally in the job 
market. But far too many of 


them still leave school without 
formal qualifications; “special” 
education is not renowned for 
its academic achievements. 

We also know, despite bland 
protestations to the contrary, 
that few opportunities exist for 
disabled people to obtain appro- 


priate qualifications through 
training or re-training pro- 
grammes. Services offering 


support to disabled job-seekers 


are poorly resourced, thin on 
the ground and tend to be 
unaware of market place needs. 

Too much training just gives 
disabled people “something to 
do”; too much is based around 
their impairments. 

The National Vocational 
Qualification (NVQ)  frame- 
work may offer some hope to 
disabled people - at least it 
demonstrates to an employer 
that the holder has the neces- 
sary skills to do the job. 


Helping yourself 

So far Tve concentrated on 
issues that must be tackled by 
the business sector, but what 
can disabled people do? 

The survey revealed a lack of 
confidence among disabled job- 
seekers and highlighted lack of 
experience in making applica- 
tions and attending interviews. 
It showed, too, that many dis- 
abled people fear discrimina- 
tion and feel they haven’t got 
any relevant job experience. 

Seeking advice and support 
are important first steps in 
overcoming some of these anxi- 
eties, but traditional sources of 
help are invariably not enough. 

Many disabled people have 
been successful in their chosen 
fields and offer positive role 
models. I suggest that disabled 
job-seekers search for these dis- 
abled people and ask them how 
they succeeded. 

If there are problems track- 
ing down role models, reading 
Disability Now will help, as it 
regularly publishes articles that 
feature them. 

Contacting local disability 
organisations may be another 
way of meeting disabled people 


who have “made it”. 

Filling in application forms 
is a nerve-racking business, 
particularly if you have little or 
no experience, so disabled peo- 
ple should look for help and 
advice. A curriculum vitae (cv) 
may be an alternative for some. 
Either way, as this will be the 
first sight a prospective 
employer has of a candidate, 
great care is needed to complete 


“They only ever see the chair 
not the person sitting in it: 


all forms accurately and clearly. 
If some disabled people have 
physical difficulties limiting 
their writing skills, other meth- 
ods of applying to the company 
should be discussed. Here, too, 
seeking advice from disabled 
people who have been through 
the process can be enormously 
helpful, as can asking local 
firms what they look for from 
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an application. 

To help deal with interview 
fears, the key is practice. Get- 
ting together with other dis- 
abled people and_ discussing 
interviewing techniques is an 
excellent way to start. What 
went right, wrong? What 
helped, hindered? Read up on 
interviewing and job seeking 
(there are books in the local 
library), then try out the 


lessons learned with a friend. 

Disabled people - if they 
don’t already know it - should 
recognise that they have a great 
deal to offer. 


Phil Friend is a director of 
Churchill & Friend, a firm spe- 
cialising in disability awareness 
training and consultancy. 

Poster: the Spastics Society. 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Disabled children like MOVE 
I read with interest your 
articles on Conductive 
Education (DN, June and 
July). However, this system is 
not recommended for children 
with severe and multiple 
disabilities. 

I am a physiotherapist 
working with clients who have 
both physical and learning 
disabilities and they have been 
making considerable progress 
with a system known as 
MOVE (Mobility 
Opportunities Via Education). 

This is an activity-based 
curriculum designed to teach 
functional motor skills needed 
for adult life in the home and 
community. The assessment 
process is detailed and 
accurate, breaking tasks down 
into small, easily obtainable 
steps, working gradually 
towards the goals. 

The programme does not 
cure the disability, but 
whatever level the student 
achieves, it opens up new 
horizons and increases their 
opportunities to learn. 

We have also found that it 
challenges our children, willing 
them to achieve. The pride of 
the family and of the child as 
each step is gained is enough 
proof that the programme 
works. 

Once again, it is not the 
answer for every child, but in 


over 20 years of paediatric 
work and eight in this field, it 
is the only programme I have 
found for severely disabled 
children. 

Mrs Pamela Norbury 
Superintendent physiotherapist 
Gorse Bank. School 

Oldham, Lancs 


Why companies miss Naidex 
I note Wendy Daykin’s 
disappointment at the absence 
of many companies from 
Manchester Naidex (DN, 
July). She asks if Naidex is 
spreading itself too thin, and if 
the ratio of real customers to 
students has made attendance 
no longer worthwhile. 

Naidex curently holds three 
exhibitions a year and the cost 
of each is the same. As an 
exhibition, its unit cost is 20 
per cent greater than, say, the 
Ideal Home Exhibition. 

Meanwhile, most countries 
in Europe put greater effort 
into a major exhibition every 
two years and generate 
substantial interest from 
companies and charities in the 
field, all seriously concerned, 
be they customers or students. 

We have repeatedly pointed 
out to Naidex that a 
substantial number of 
therapists, care staff and 
teachers in the field are female, 
and many are mothers of 
young families. Yet, again, 


Manchester clashed with the 
half-term break, making it 
especially difficult for larger 
numbers to attend. 

At a time of increasing 
constraints on public sector 
spending, we find that many 
local authorities are happy to 
arrange their own mini 
exhibitions, which companies 
attend. We feel these are the 
most effective means of 
supporting effort in the 
provinces outside a national 
exhibition. 

Martin Battye 

Managing director 

The Kirton Healthcare Group 
Norwich, Norfolk 


York’s pedestrianisation 
Your article “Disabled 
shoppers kept out” (DN, June) 
referred to people with 
disabilities protesting in York, 
among other towns, over the 
city centre pedestrianisation. I 
wonder what protest you are 
referring to? 

In York, the city council has 
consulted widely over the city 
centre pedestrianisation, 
ensuring that all interested 
parties have an opportunity to 
have their say and influence 
the design and development of 
the scheme. Groups 
representing people with 
disabilities have been 
specifically consulted and far 
from protesting over the 
pedestrianisation, disability 
groups have generally 
welcomed the improved 
environment. 

It is important to stress that 
all cars are not “banished” 
from shopping areas as you 
state. The city council has 
three access loops for orange 
badge holders giving access to 
all but the very central part of 
the pedestrian zone. For 


people with more severe 
disabilities, access is provided 
at all times to the heart of the 
zone. 

A meeting of Disabled in 
York, a local disability 
umbrella group, considered 
pedestrianisation and 
concluded that “parking 
arrangements for orange badge 
holders seem to be working 
satisfactorily”. Street surveys 
in 1988 showed that three 
quarters of the disabled people 
felt conditions had improved 
since pedestrianisation. 

If there are still local 
concerns, please express them 
direct to the council, for its 
Citizen’s Charter states that it 
believes every citizen has the 
“’.. right to be listened to and 
to influence council decisions.” 
Rory Barke 
Head of citizens’ unit 
City of York 


DN talked to disabled people in 
York who were unhappy with 
pedestrianisation and said they 
had complained - Editor 


Orange Badge Network 
Can I let your readers know 
about the Orange Badge 
Network? 

We look after the interests 
of the orange badge holder, 
contact councils over parking 
and stores over bays. Our aim 
is to get all badge holders into 
one big network, then the 
Government will help to make 
life better for us. 

We are a registered charity 
with members all over the UK 
and we have as patrons 
wheelchair user Professor 
Marsland and John Spellar, 
MP for Warley. 

Walter Bowdler 
67 Elizabeth Prout Gardens 
Rowley Regis 


users are exempt. 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS 
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‘Offensive’ TV column 
Chris Davies’ review (DN 
July) was nothing but an 
opportunity for “Thalidomide 
bashing”. As a person whose 
disabilities have been caused 


by Thalidomide, the innuendo — 


in the review caused me much 
distress. 

Is Mr Davies aware that 
some of the advances in the 
production and development of 
artificial limbs for young 
children is due to 
Thalidomide? That some of 
the changes in the orange 


badge scheme - to assist those © 


with upper limb problems - 
came about due to pressure 


from the Thalidomide Group? ) 


Similarly, the efforts by 
parents to integrate 
Thalidomide youngsters into 
schools in the community have 
given other disabled people the 
encouragement to make their 
mark in the world today. 
Stephen Simmonds 


Rhiwbina, Cardiff 


Chris Davies made allegations 
about Thalidomide impaired 
people obviously knowing very 
little about us as a group, 
which I found offensive. 

The reason we are “so rare 
in the disability movement” is 
that we are few in number - 
about 450 in the UK - and 
only a small percentage would 
choose to be “active” in the 
movement. 

Mrs Simone Baker 
Reading, Berks 


A “very brave couple” 
Sally Webb and Stewart Darge 
(above) are on a 100-day, 1,800 
mile walk round Britain to 
raise money for Headway, the 
National Head Injuries 
Association. Both recovered 
from serious head injuries and 
this is their way of thanking 
the charity for its help. 

Fair enough. But why does 
the press release have to 
describe them as “two plucky 
charity walkers who fought 
back ... ” while Tracy Horne 
of Headway enthuses “They’re 
a very brave couple. It was all 
their own idea ...”? It makes 
you wonder where Headway 
has been hiding its head over 
the last five years. 


Funny money 
Social security benefit order 
books are to get their first 
major “facelift” since 1948. 
The new, tear-off pages will 
be a mustard colour, with a 
picture of the Queen, and the 
digits “£50” in the corner. 
Just kidding. 


| 
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Ann Robinson, the 
Spastics Society’s 


new chief, talks to 
Mary Wilkinson 


Has the Spastics Society got it 
right this time? Its last three 
chief executives have been a 
budding politician, a retired 
admiral and a local authority 
social services director who 
resigned. For two years there 
has been no one in the job. 

Now the Society has 
appointed a woman, a senior 
civil servant, to fill what 
chairman Anthony Hewson 
thinks is “the most challenging 
position in the voluntary sector.” 

Ann Robinson, 52, will be in 
the hot seat from 2 August, 
running a top UK charity 
which is poised to change its 
name and image. She will have 
3,750 staff and a budget of 
nearly £72 million. There are 
over 200 affiliated groups. 

A high-flyer she has to be, 
but Ann Robinson is no bird 
of fine feathers and assertive 
style. When you meet her, you 
notice the long hair and Alice 
band, a voice that is loyal to its 
Lancashire roots. Her manner 
is open, friendly. She tackles 
questions head on. 

How would she describe 
herself? “A people person, 
somebody with a lot of 
experience and knowledge of 
people. I’m an achiever, I like 
to get things done and I also 
like to take people in the 
organisation along with me.” 

“T enjoy good company. I 
like relaxing, walking, playing 
bridge, sometimes just sitting 
there and contemplating. But 
I’m also creative and a thinker 
too, which is perhaps unusual 
for somebody who likes to get 
on with the action. 

“The problem I have is if 
somebody comes to me with 
an issue or a problem, if I’m 
not very careful I race too 
quickly to the solution.” 


No doubt about it 
Energy and stamina are no 
problem. Public relations 
manager James Rye organised a 
gruelling day’s media training 
and travel for her in July; by 
ten o’clock he was weary, but 
“she was still going strong.” 
She doesn’t waste energy on 
self-doubt. What stresses her is 
frustration at not getting 
something done. “My best way 
of coping is my husband, 
Peter. He’s a terrific listener. I 
couldn’t manage without him.” 
Peter Robinson, who runs a 
newsagent and post office near 
Maidstone, gave Ann the boost 
which put her career into orbit. 
An only child, she had been 
brought up by loving but 
unambitious parents in 
Preston, left school at 15 and 
started work as a typist. She 
moved to the Department of 
Social Security (DSS) in 1965. 
“The key point came when I 
got married. Peter recognised 
what I was, better than I did 
myself. Walking home from 
church one Sunday night, he 


Campaigner in an Alice band 


said: ‘I’m not having you 
behind me, pushing me hard. 
You’ve got to achieve for 
yourself; you can’t achieve 
through me.’ And I thought: 
‘you’re absolutely right.” 
Within 18 months she was 
an executive officer. In 1970 


“How can we convince the world to be different, if we are 


customer services, quality 
management and marketing. 
She is proud of converting 

the BA “to being absolutely 
concerned with customers and 
what they need”. She intro- 
duced a customer charter, a 
complaints leaflet, district 


not demonstrating what has to be done?” 


came the big jump, to assistant 
principal, the first rung on the 
management ladder, reached 
by a competition normally 
open to graduates with high 
degrees. The hurdles included 
research, analysis, presentation 
and creative writing, none of 
which Ann had done. In the 
end, she and one other were 
accepted out of 600 entrants. 

She spent a year at the 
London School of Economics 
and, later, was a member of 
the Central Policy Review 
Staff, the Government’s inter- 
departmental think tank. It 
discussed disability issues but, 
to her frustration, produced 
nothing concrete. 

In 1979 she became a 
negotiator, responsible for the 
pay and grading of therapists 
and then the conditions of 
nurses and midwives, leading 
to their amalgamation in the 
General Nursing Council. 

Next she reorganised one of 
the trickiest social security 
regions, London North, with 
many services and client 
groups, a £130 million budget, 
10,000 staff, a “horrific” staff 
turnover due to low pay and - 
a new experience for her - 
discrimination against women. 

Dismayed at the waste of 
good employees, she told each 
department to recruit six part- 
time women at senior levels 
within nine months. When she 
left, she claims the region was 
“well ahead” of the others, 
with an equal opportunities 
action plan for staff. 

Since 1990, when the 
Benefits Agency (BA) started, 
Ann has been in charge of its 
policy and planning, including 
delivering and monitoring the 
systems, information technology, 


consultation with consumer 
groups, and a scheme to 
reward quality district services. 
She tackled the “enormous 
distrust” of district staff for 
the BA, and with One Stop - 
“probably the best thing I’ve 
done so far” - cut through the 
bureaucracy faced by people 
needing many benefits, and 


& 


illustrated 1.3 Pop Raised Roof Courier 


staff dealing with them, to 
allow a single transaction. 

But the BA’s reputation took 
a knock this year when it was 
accused of “maladministration” 
in handling the Disability 
Living Allowance and Dis- 
ability Working Allowance 
benefits. A £6.4 million 
Government advertising 
campaign created a surge of 
demand which the BA could 
not meet: delays, staff mistakes 
and computer break-down 
caused disabled people 
hardship. What went wrong? 

“A number of things. The 
forecasting was wrong.” Fore- 
casting, she explained, was 
done by DSS economic 
advisors when the benefits 
were being planned, before the 
BA existed. “We carried out 
the results which means we 
were very handicapped.” 

Didn’t the BA warn the DSS 
about a likely surge in claims? 
“Obviously, when these things 
are being discussed, people put 
forward a point of view, but at 
the end of the day it has to be 
a balanced judgement and 
people whom we rely on to 
forecast likely outcome have to 
be the people who are skilled 
and professional in doing this.” 

She thinks the BA responded 
swiftly to the crisis. “We hit all 
our targets on recovery.” 

Ann was turned down for 
the Spastics Society’s chief 
executive job 20 years ago and 
told to re-apply when she had 
more experience. This time the 
head hunters came to her. 

“Pve found it very difficult 


at times working in the civil 
service because I haven’t been 
able to campaign for certain 
things in the way I would have 
wanted to. ” 

She recognises the importance 
of having a high public profile 
and thinks ex-colleagues and 
bosses will understand her new 
role. “Anyway, you can’t please 
all the people all the time.” 


Partnership plans 

She wants the Society’s new 
name to express what it should 
be doing: “Putting equal 
treatment and human rights 
issues on the agenda, 
influencing public behaviour 
and influencing the influencers 
on services, employment, 
leisure and living, pionering new 
services and getting the quality 
of provision we think is right.” 

But none of this will work, 
she says, unless there is a real 
partnership between the centre 
and local groups, staff and 
volunteers value each other, 
and staff are appreciated and 
their concerns listened to. 

She wants more people with 
cp involved at all levels of the 
Society. “How can we 
convince the world to be diff- 
erent, if we are not demon- 
strating what has to be done?” 

Lorna Reith, director of the 
umbrella charity Disability 
Alliance, has worked with Ann 
Robinson. “I think she is good 
news for the Society. Benefits 
is the issue at the moment, so 
having someone who knows 
and understands them will be 
very valuable.” 


FORD COURIER CONVERSION 


EXCELLENT SIDE AND FORWARD PASSENGER VISABILITY 
SUPERB RIDE COMFORT AND STABILITY 
REALISTICALLY PRICED 

AVAILABLE THROUGH MOTABILITY 


RENAULT EXTRA AND SEAT VISTA CONVERSIONS ALSO AVAILABLE 
FOR LITERATURE OR A HOME DEMONSTRATION PHONE: 


POWNIMINIG 
GONVERSIONS 


0722 336048 


FARADAY ROAD 
CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 


SALISBURY 
WILTSHIRE SP2 7NR 
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Have caravan, will travel 


Mary Curran goes 
caravanning 


Since accessible hotels were 
out of our price range, and the 
only time I flew I caused an 
international incident (my 
right leg blocked the 
emergency exit), we opted to 
go touring in a caravan. 

The salesman at our local 
United British Caravans 
(UBC) site advised us to go for 
a second-hand, ten-foot Sprite 
(£350). His name was Turpin, 
but he was no highwayman: we 
ended up with an overhaul, 
towbar, and a week’s free site. 
We also mentioned how useful 
it would be to have two 
parking bays for disabled 
customers. I think he was 
pleased to see us go. 

The “van” proved to be a 
project for all the family 
(luckily, there was room in our 
drive to park it, otherwise we 
would have incurred storage 
fees). My grandaughter made 
some loose covers, brainbox 
grandson helped to fit a car 
radio cassette, son-in-law made 


a handrail out of an exhaust 
pipe to attach to the adapted 
double step, and my husband 
Harry commandeered a clothes 
prop to make a tv aerial. 
There were various ideas 
advanced on how to get me in 
and out of the caravan (a see 
saw for dad to jump on one 
end?), but we settled on an 
awning. Attached on to the 
caravan (see below) this took 
the overflow, stored the 
wheelchair, and was a place to 
eat/lounge in, so I didn’t have 


RM 


Mary, Harry, and friends 


to negotiate the step too often. 

Finances boosted by the fee 
for my last DN article, we set 
off. For a trial run we went to 


CARAVANNING FACTFILE 
United British Caravans, Colnbrook By-Pass, West 
Drayton, Middlesex, UB7 OHE. 
The major caravan and camping clubs have lists of sites 
with facilities for disabled campers, and can give advice to 
get you started. Try Camping for the Disabled, tel: (0743) 
761889; the Caravan Club, tel: (0342) 326944; or the 


Camping and Caravanning Club, tel: (0203) 694995. 

If you don’t want to buy a caravan, you could rent an 
adapted one which is on a permanent site. The Holiday 
Care Service has information sheets. Please send a large 
SAE, stating which area of the country you want to go to, to 
the Holiday Care Service, 2 Old Bank Chambers, Station 
Road, Horley, Surrey RH6 9HW, tel: (0293) 774535. 
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The power you want - when you want 
® Fitted In All Leading Mobility Vehicles 


® No Wet Acid 


® No Air Travel Restrictions 


® No Servicing 
® No Problems 


Contact our Sales Office 
for details of nearest stockist. 
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Riverside Park at Wooler, 40 
miles away from our home in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The 
office staff really made us 
welcome, and the site had a 
tiled area for disabled people 
with a shower, toilet, even a 
plug for a hairdryer or shaver. 
The site fee included use of 
the sauna, swimming pool and 
fishing. (Site fees vary from 
place to place, but we paid 
£6.50-£8 a night - much 


‘cheaper than a hotel.) 


From Wooler we ventured 
north to a Caravan Club site 
near Moffat, in Dumfries and 


The Powerstep, invented by 
Ray Tyrer for his wife 
Eleanor (above) is a lifting 
device which’ enables 
disabled and elderly people 
to get in and out of 
caravans more easily. £987 
(ex VAT). Contact GST 
Systems Limited, Redhurst, 
Top Street, Bawtry, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 
DNI10 6JX, tel: (0302) 711664. 


ryfit Gel Batteries and Chargers 


ioe roe a e» 
Fountains Abbey, Yorkshire, is just one of the beautiful pla 
Information for Visitors with Disabilities 1993 booklet. Free from 


Galloway, a lovely touring 
area. Another “find” was 
Budle Bay, Bamburgh, 
Northumberland. It had ideal 
access - right next to a pub. 

UBC sent us details about 
the conversion on the Sprite, 
which involves fitting a wider 
door and installing a telescopic 
ramp. UBC fits all its 
caravans with extra wide doors 
as standard, and they can 
tailor-make conversions for 
disabled caravanners. In the 
larger vans, they can reduce 
sill heights in the bathroom, 
install electric “Porta Potties” 
and showers, move furniture 
to suit, and fit hoists. 

In a “static” caravan you 
can have ramps, fridges, 
cookers, etc, fixed 


simply 


els Wood Road, Stevenage, Herts. SG1 2BH 
one: 0438 359090 


Sonnenschein 
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permanently, but you have to 
pay site rent for a full year, 
and there’s no option to get 
up and go when you want. 

If you’re thinking of 
caravanning, take advice from 
the experts about towing 
weights, have a look around 
before booking, and choose a 
pitch that will give you access 
to level ground paths. An 
increasing number of sites are 
providing facilities for disabled 
people, so look out for them. 

We’d certainly recommend 
life on the road. If you have 
an off day you can just stay 
put - you can’t do that in a 
hotel. Weather unfavourable? 
Drive away from it. Site 
unsuitable? Just move on. It’s 
up to you - happy vanning! 


The Norwich Balloon club 
are about to launch the Sky 
Chariot (right), specially 
designed for disabled 
people. The two-person 
Chariot has dual controls, 
can be inflated and 
airborne in 15 minutes, and 
fits in the back of an estate 
car. The ballooon will fly 
throughout East Anglia. All 
it needs now is a sponsor. 
For more information, tel: 


(0603) 629004. 
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Tatton Park, Knutsford, Cheshire 


bike (above). Tel: (0625) 572681. Du 


ed in the National Trust’s 
ties and shops. _ ational Trust 
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he latest places to get a Duet 
(ex VAT). Tel: (0890) 883456. 


Sail in a tall ship 


When someone suggested I go 
for a ten-day voyage on the 
tall ship STS Lord Nelson I 
was really scared. I am 25, 
blind, a wheelchair user with 
limited movement of my arms, 
and I have no speech. Me 
taking part in all the activities 
needed to sail a tall ship was 
hard to believe. 

Colin Attwood, an able- 
bodied friend, agreed to come 
along too, and we set about 
raising the £1,200 needed 
(£600 each). 

As we arrived at Liverpool’s 
Pier Head with my mum and 
Colin’s wife, Ann, the jitters 
returned and I felt like going 
back home. “What the heck,” 
I thought, “I’m here now.” 

Before I knew it we had 
sorted out cabins, been 
assigned to watch and mess 
duties and collected protective 
clothing - I didn’t like the 
sound of that - and were 
waving madly to a tearful 
mum and Ann. 

The Lord Nelson is the 
only tall ship in the world 
which can be sailed by a 
disabled/able-bodied crew. 
Among the special features are 
lifts between decks for 
wheelchair users, tactile 
surfaces, lots of hand rails, 
adapted accommodation, and 
an audio compass for visually 
impaired sailors. 

The first hours on board 
took a bit of getting used to. 
Sleeping in a bunk felt weird, 
and with everything going on I 
didn’t get much sleep. Next 
morning, Colin was sick. All 
credit to him though, he still 
gave me a fried breakfast. He 
wasn’t sick again after that. 


SAILING FACTFILE 
The STS Lord Nelson is 
run by the Jubilee Sailing 
Trust. It can take 40 
people (20 disabled) on 
each voyage You must be 
over 16, but no previous 
sailing experience is 
necessary. From March to 
October, the Lord Nelson 
sails round the British 
Isles and to Europe. Costs 
vary between £200-£695 
(1993 prices). From 
November to March, there 
are voyages to the Canary 
Islands. Costs vary, from 
£400-£630. For more 
details, tel: (0703) 631395. 
The Royal Yachting 
Association Seamanship 
Foundation organises 
special cruises for disabled 
children and adults to 
have a go at sailing. For 
more details, tel: (0703) 
629962. 

The Island Cruising Club 
can also offer disabled 
children a taste of sailing. 
Tel: (0548) 843483. 


The sun, the sea, the sound of birds overhead - and the 


Day two saw us anchoring 
in Rathlin Island, off the north 
coast of Ireland. Going ashore 
was quite an experience for us 
wheelchair-users: swinging out 
over the side of the ship into a 
rubber dinghy, then hanging 
on for grim death as we went 
crashing through the waves. 
Onshore, everyone we met was 
very friendly (the island has 
only 100 inhabitants). After 
buying postcards and having a 
picnic lunch outside the pub, 
it was back onboard. 

From Rathlin Island we 
went north to Islay, Scotland, 
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and anchored at Port Ellen for 
a visit to the distillery where 
everyone got a free drink and 
a small bottle. Then we sailed 
to Iona for a visit to the abbey 
and a barbeque on the beach. 

Our other ports of call 
included Campbeltown on 
Kintyre and Ardrishaig on 
Argyll. We stopped off at 
Rothesay for a last night party 
and then sailed up the Clyde 
to berth at Port Glasgow. We 
were met by my mum and 
Ann, and travelled back to 
Chester by car. 

Throughout the voyage, the 


fried breakinets 


Life on the ocean wave 


Steve Walton sets 


AW 


MAX/JUBILEE SAILING TRUST 


captain and crew were great, 
getting me involved in 
everything possible - from 
scrubbing decks to a sing song 
in the galley. One of the “high 
points” was being hoisted 60 
feet up the mast, my 
wheelchair swinging in the 
breeze. It was an experience I 
won’t forget in a hurry. 

If you’re interested in doing 
the same, don’t be put off by 
your level of disability. So far, 
over 7,500 people have sailed 
in the Lord Nelson. I did it 
and survived ... and I'd love to 
do it again! 


THORNPROOF GARDENING GLOVES, £12.50 


It is not always easy to fully protect your hands from scratches and cuts when you are working in the 
garden. Really thick gloves restrict movement and thin ones are easily penetrated by sharp thorns. 


These Thornproof Gloves solve the problem. Palms and fingers are encased in two layers of a 
special suede-like material which is 22 times more resistant than leather. The backs are made 
from strong, cotton-covered foam padding for extra safety and durability. 


The gloves are breathable so your hands will stay cool and while tough enough to tackle any 
garden tasks, they are light and flexible to give good control. They are washable, have long, 
elasticated cuffs to stop any debris falling inside, and are brightly coloured so easily found. 


Ladies’ or men’s size are just £12.50 per pair (including p&p) 
you have tried them, you will never go out in the garden 


again without them! 


Please complete the coupon in BLOCK 
CAPITALS and mail to DN Gardening 
Gloves Offer, JEM House, Little 
Mead, Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 8ND. 
Allow up to 28 days for delivery and 
if you are not completely satisfied 
please return your gloves within 7 
days of receipt for a full refund. This 
offer applies to UK addresses only. 


Send to: DN Gardening Gloves Offer, JEM House, Little Mead, Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 8ND 


Please send me: ...... pair(s) of Ladies’ Gloves @ £12.50 per pair _...... pair(s) of Men’s Gloves @ £12.50 per pair 


. Once 


DNOOO1 


| enclose my cheque/PO (no cash please) for £ .............. made payable to DN Gardening Gloves Offer 


or debit my: Access Q +Visa Card Q. Card Expiry Date 
! Card Number. | _ | gaia 


Name (Capitals) ...........cssccccscssssccsssssscsssssssssceceseeseeessesssnsnnsnncacsnensusscaecassssssecscessssessesunansacsaccessscnansnasaeessess 
NGC GSS 2 Ree Tee ey ee Se PE coasts siaigne nn» nad vce sesomesmccuwn se ae edewes swepemestnivadhewesseseapeessacenosseiinnrons spies 
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Go Scots, go 
Welsh, go Irish, 
go anywhere! 


Alison Rowat 
presents the 


final part of DN’s 
guide to days out 


If you’re looking for things to 
do this summer, why not 
travel a bit further afield to 
discover the delights of 
Scotland, Ireland or Wales? 
And if you already live in 
these places, you’ll be amazed 
at all the things happening on 
your own doorstep. 

Scotland’s Highland Games 
season is in full swing now. 
Among the events where you 
can see piping, dancing, 
athletics and more are: 
Dornoch Highland Gathering, 
Sutherland, 6 August, contact 
William Grant, tel: (0862) 
810363; Aberlour and 
Strathspey Highland Games, 
Aberlour, 7 August, contact 
Kenny Thomson, tel: (0340) 
871325; Ballater Highland 
Games, Kincardineshire, 12 
August, contact Edward 
Anderson, tel: (03397) 55771; 
and Nairn Games in 
Inverness-shire, 14 August, 
contact Eleanor Somerville, tel: 
(0667) 52367. 

Culture vultures can feast on 
the Edinburgh International 
Festival and Fringe, from 15 
August-4 September. On the 
Fringe, look out for The 
Ghetto, a cabaret by the 
National Disability Arts 
Forum, 2-3 September, or go 
to Holyrood Park on 22 
August for Fringe Sunday, 200 
performances in one park. For 
more details of the 
International Festival, contact 
the organisers at 21 Market 
Street, Edinburgh EH1 1BW, 


tel: 031-226 4001. For the 
Fringe, contact the Fringe 
Office, 180 High Street, 
Edinburgh EH1 1QS, tel: 031- 
226 5257. 

If you’re venturing north, 
contact the Scottish Tourist 
Board (STB) for information 
on facilities for disabled 
tourists. STB, 23 Ravelston 
Terrace, Edinburgh EH4 3EU, 
tel: 031-332 2433. 

Accessible Wales: a Disabled 
Visitor’s Guide, details 
transport services, where to 
stay and things to do. Includes 
colour map. £2.50 from Wales 
Tourist Board, Brunel House, 
2 Fitzalan Road, Cardiff CF2 
1UY, tel: (0222) 499909. 

Among events to look out 
for are the Pontardawe Inter- 


The Portree Angling Associ- 
ation, Isle of Skye, has a 
“wheelyboat” (above) ready 
and waiting for disabled 
anglers. Its flat bottom, 
high sides and _ lowering 
bows let wheelchair users 
get on and off easily. Con- 
tact the Association via the 
Isle of Skye and South West 
Ross Tourist Board, tel: 
(0478) 612137. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Ireland, Florida, Cote d’Azur, 
Costa Almeria, Cyprus, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and holiday centres in France. 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed 
CONCESSIONARY FERRY RESERVATIONS 
BROCHURE AND PRICES AVAILABLE 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 0942 891811 
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Skipworth Common, Selby, North Yorkshir 
by the Fieldfare Trust. Others include Stockhill Forest, seven miles from Cheddar, and Bur- 
ton Agnes Hall, half-way between Driffield and Bridlington. For more information on trails, 


eS 


contact the Fieldfare Trust, tel: (0742) 701668. 


national Music Festival, 20-22 
August, contact Helen 
Matthews, tel: (0792) 864192; 
and the Tenby Arts Festival, 
18-25 September, with its 
concerts, street music and 
street theatre. Contact John 
Reed, tel: (0834) 842615. 

On to Ireland. The Ireland 
93 Accommodation Guide has a 
list of hotels and guest houses 
with facilities for for disabled 
visitors. When you go, try to 
catch the Fleadh Ceoil na 
hEireann in County Tipperary, 
27-29 August. Ireland’s 
premier cultural festival, it is 
billed as “an extravaganza of 
traditional music, song and 
dance. Contact Comhaltas 
Ceoltoiri Eireann, tel: (010) 


A trip down Wedgwood way 


Pat Robins visits 


the HQ of fine china 


I like to collect Wedgwood 
china, so I was delighted to go 
along to the company’s 
Visitors Centre in Stoke-on- 
Trent. 

It is always fascinating to 
study a potter at the wheel, 
and we watched figure makers, 
ornamenters and decorators 
too. You can also observe other 
skills being practised, such as 
hand enamelling, raised gilding 
and transferring. 

At the award-winning 
“living museum” you can see 
some of the first wares Josiah 
Wedgwood made, and 
hundreds of unique and 
beautiful pieces produced from 
1759 to the present day. It was 
interesting to see how the 
designs and styles have 
changed over the years. 

Wedgwood - “the father of 
English potters” - introduced 
new lines of pottery, many of 
which are still popular today, 
such as Black Basalt, the first 
ornamental ware, Queen’s 
ware, and my favourite, Jasper 
ware, perfected in 1774. Being 
deaf-blind, I like to run my 
fingers along its raised designs. 

If you decide to visit the 


353 128 00295. Children will 
love the Connemara Pony 
Show, County Galway, 19 
August, which will have over 
400 furry cuties on show. 
Contact Marian Turley, tel: 
(010) 353 952 1863. 

Wherever you go in Britain, 
take a copy of the AA Guide 
for the Disabled Traveller, 
93/94. 

As well as details of places 
to visit and picnic sites, the 
guide includes a directory of 
hotels with facilities for 
disabled travellers and tips on 
travelling. Free to AA 
members, £3.50 to non- 
members. From AA shops, 
bookshops, or tel: (0800) 
262050. 


centre, it’s best to begin with 
the film that tells you about 
the history of Wedgwood and 
the traditional skills of 
manufacturing. 

For disabled visitors, the 
manufacturing area is level 
with wide aisles. There are 
eight spaces for wheelchair 
users in the film theatre, and a 


Pat and a pipe from her collection 


wheelchair is available to take 
you round (if you want to 
take advantage of this, book in 
advance). My husband 
described things to me as we 
went along, and I could touch 
most things in the shop and 
work areas (the museum 
valuables were out of bounds). 


e (above) is one of the “Easy Going” 


Steam 


trails blazed 


ROGER THOMAS /FIELDFARE TRUS]. 


DROP US A CARD 
Off on holiday or out for 
the day? If your jaunt 
would make a good 
article for DN’s holiday 
issuc, or an Out and 
About feature, please 
contact the editor, Mary 
Wilkinson, address page 
2. And if you discover 
any good hotels, fantastic 
attractions or super staff, ! 
why not nominate them 
for one of the 1993 
Holiday Care Awards, 
run by the Holiday Care 
Service. For entry forms, 
tel: (0293) 774535. Closing | 
date: 7 September. 


There is plenty going on to | 
interest everyone: even my tw 
teenage sons were enthralled. | 

After our tour we relaxed in, 
the café before buying some © 
pieces to add to my collection. | 
Having had a very enjoyable 
day and seen how it is made, I 
was left with an even greater _ 
interest in Wedgwood. 


DOUG ROBINS 


WEDGWOOD FACTFI 
Wedgwood Visitors 
Barlaston, Stoke-on-Tr 
ST12 928, tele (07: 
204218. £2.50 for ad 
£1.25 for pensioners ar 
children. Group rat 
available. 
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Andy 
Kimpton- Nye 


Boxing Helena (18) is supposed 
‘to be a dream romance, but it 
plays more like a nightmare. 

Dr Nick Cavanaugh had a 
little problem with his mummy 
(you know, of the psycho- 
sexual kind). Then he becomes 
obsessed with a new woman, 
Helena. To get and keep her 
attention, he kidnaps her, then 
-amputates her limbs. 

Director Jennifer Lynch 

» borrows crudely from Freud to 
)try to justify all this. But it is 
‘really just sexist, women- 

| hating rot, using the image of 
a disabled woman as the 
ultimate object of a man’s 
desire. Boxing Helena could be 
dismissed as laughable if it 
wasn’t so harmful. 

Benny and Foon (12) isa 
fairytale-comedy-romance, with 
some social comment shot 
through it. 

Joon (Mary Stuart 
Masterson) has mental health 
problems. Her elder brother 
Benny (Aidan Quinn), is the 
over-protective carer, hindering 
Joon’s individuality. 

Conflict arises when the 
psychiatric services want to 
whip Joon off to a home or 
back into hospital. Then, Joon 
“wins” Sam (Johnny Depp) in 


ARTY-FACTS 
ESS 


Write stuff 

Do you enjoy writing and 
reading others’ work? If so, 
Write to Belong, a new, 
national network for writers 
with disabilities, is for you. 

Co-ordinated by poet and 
journalist Jenni Meredith, 
Write to Belong is funded by 
the Arts Council. 

You don’t have to be 
published and it doesn’t cost 
anything to join. But you must 
be prepared to give up some 
time to writing, and to reading 
and commenting on other 
people’s work. 

Writing is circulated on 
cassette or in print. 

To plug into the network, 
contact Jenni Meredith, tel: 
(0983) 567825. 


Boxing Helena, Benn 


a game of cards. Sam is a 
combination of the lovable-yet- 
straight-faced heroes of the 
silent era - Charlie Chaplin, 
Buster Keaton and Harold 
Lloyd. 

On the one hand, the film 
scores points in the awareness 
stakes because it takes an anti- 
institutional, pro-care in the 


Joon and Benny: a fairytale-comedy-romance with its head in the clouds 


community stance. 

But on the other, it just 
assumes that a package of love 
and independence is the 
answer to all Joon’s mental 
health problems. What if the 
love interest ups and leaves, or 


Send it in 

Publishers Poetry Now and 
New Fiction are compiling an 
anthology of poetry and stories 
on “the complex experience of 
disability”. 

Poems of no more than 30 
lines and stories of less than 
1,500 words should be sent to 
Pat Wilson (poetry) or Suzi 
Blair (stories), 1-2 Wainman 
Road, Woodston, Peterborough 
PE2 7BU. Closing date: 30 
August. 


Fancy a museum trip? 
Nottingham City Council 
have just published access 
guides to the city’s eight 
museums, including the 
Industrial Museum and 
Natural History Museum. For 
more details contact the 
Development and Public 
Services Manager, Castle 
Museum, Nottingham NGI 
6EL. 


Video top five 


CS: closed subtitles, S: subti- 
tles, NS: no subtitles 


1. THE BODYGUARD 
(Warners) The film of the LP 
with Whitney Houston. (CS) 


2. SISTER ACT (Touchstone) 
Whoopi Goldberg puts soul 
into convent comedy. (CS) 


3. UNLAWFUL ENTRY 


(Fox Videos) Domestic bliss 
threatened by bad cop. (CS) 


4. SINGLE WHITE 
FEMALE (Columbia Tristar) 
Flatsharing bliss turns into a 
nightmare. (CS) 


5. SNEAKERS (CIC) Hi-tech 
caper with Robert Redford. 
(CS) 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


Chart Courtesy of MRIB. 


Joon falls behind with her rent 
and faces eviction? Will she 
miraculously be strong enough 
to take these setbacks? There I 
go again being too much of a 
corduroy-trousered realist. 
Didn’t I say this was 
essentially a fairtale romance? 
A 1s for Autism*, shown as 
part of Channel 4’s Disabling 


ELE LEE 


MALE LOL LLLE 


jit 


World week last year, is now 
out on video. It has been 
garlanded with awards, so it 
would seem to be one to look 
out for. 

But this 11-minute 
animation from Tim Webb, 


Look out for 


The refurbished Museum of 
Reading re-opens on 16 
September. Special facilities 
for visually impaired visitors 
include raised images from the 
Bayeux Tapestry with embroi- 
dery, braille labels and a sound 


guide. DN review next month. 
Tel: (0734) 399800. 


Signed performance of Jim 
Cartwright’s comedy Two, set 
in a pub. 18 August. Palace 
Theatre, Westcliff-on-Sea, 
Essex. Tel: (0702) 347816. 


@ 
Ce THE UNISAN PERSONA-LOO 


y and Joon 


featuring the artwork and 
biographies of autistic people, 
comes across as a short 
documentary on the 
“symptoms” of the disability - 
one character couldn’t speak 
until age three, another fears 
small spaces and one is 
fascinated by numbers (we’re 
almost into Rainman territory 


here, folks). The lasting 
impression is that of a 
voyeuristic journey into the 
medical condition of autism. 


*Karen Alexander, British Film 
Institute, tel: 071-255 1444 


London’s 50 most accessible 
music venues are listed in The 
Smooth Guide. Free. Print 
copies from Artsline, tel: 071- 
388 2227. Tape and braille edi- 
tions from RNIB, tel: 071-388 
1266. 


The Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany (RSC) is setting up a 
free mailing list for sign-lan- 
guage interpreted and audio- 
described performances in 
Stratford-upon-Avon and Lon- 
don. Contact Angela Banks, 
RSC, Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwickshire CV37 6BB. 


(PATENTS PENDING] 


THE personal hygiene product of the century 


() 


FROM 
ABLE MANUFACTURING LIMITED 


@) 


The caring solution to incontinence/bedwetting prob- 
lems for the immobilised and for the active person. Car 
drivers, motor cyclists, wheelchair users, theatre- opera 


and concert-goers. Also ideal for pregnancy-induced 
incontinence. 


C) 
WEAR, YES, WEAR the UNIISAIN PERSONA-LOO 
for total security, wherever you are, whatever you are 
doing, adult or child, male or female. THIS PRODUCT 
IS NOT A NAPPY OR PAD!!! 


Write to ABLE MANUFACTURING LIMITED at 
FREEPOST (NG6074), NOTTINGHAM NG7 1BR or 
phone (0602) 424906 for details and an order form. (No 


stamp is needed.) 


TT ET 
TV 


Chris Davies 
Teac 6 Pcl Pa NAc Mie A Shai 


As befits the beginning of 
summer, July saw the end of 
many disability series. There 
were, though, one or two 
beginnings. 

See Hear, instead of its usual 
magazine format, is showing 12 
programmes from America’s 
deaf and disability channel, 
“The Silent Network”. 

Beginning on Independence 
Day (BBC1, 4 July), it gave 
British viewers a sense of how 
much further America has 
gone in adapting ordinary 
programme styles to disability 
issues. I’m looking forward to 
the rest of the series. 

Last month I delivered a 
harsh verdict on 17 monthly 
editions of From the Edge. 
Though it would be grossly 
unfair to make too many 
judgements on only one 
programme, I was really 
looking forward to A Cry in 
the Cosmos, the first of the 
late-night Over the Edge series 
(BBC2, 6 July). 

The omens could not have 
been better. The subject, 
disabled Germans living in 
fear of persecution from 
political extremists, had the 
makings of a serious, in-depth 
documentary. And the 
programme was produced by 
Libby Cross, an experienced 
journalist. 

So what did we get? A well- 
organised, clearly-argued case 
spoilt by the Disability 
Programmes Unit’s irritating 
“house style” of visual 
montages which owe nothing 
to context and clarification and 
everything to “youth culture”. 

The series goes on to mid- 
August, so there is still time 
for improvement. But if they 
can weaken a subject as strong 
as this, what chance has 
anything else got? 

Now end-of-term reports, 
beginning with People First 
(C4, Tuesdays). Apart from 
the two on charity, the best of 
the other four was Fit for Life 
(22 June), about people with 
epilepsy and the discrimination 
they are forced to put up with. 
Even after 18 programmes, I 
still question the foundations 
of People First. Its programmes 
are too wide-ranging and too 
loosely related to disability. 

I hope we see more of 
America’s Life Goes On (ITV, 
times vary according to 
region), featuring a family 
which includes a Down’s 
Syndrome teenager (DN, 
March 1993). 

And I hope the end of 
Eldorado (BBC1, 9 July) 
doesn’t mean we have seen the 
last of either disabled actress 
Julie Fernandez or Nessa 
Lockhead, the character she 
played. 
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20 BOOKS 


20 BOURSES 


Counselling Parents 
of Children with 
Chronic Illness or 
Disability 

by Hilton Davis 

(British Psychological Soctety, 
St Andrews House, 48 Princess 
Road East, Leicester LE] 7DR, 
tel: (0533) 549568. £9.99) 


There must be thousands of 
families with disabled children 
who can cite horrendous 
examples of how the news of 
their child’s disability was 
broken to them. This book 
gives clear guidelines to the 
professional on how it should 
be done. 

Hilton Davis discusses 
working closely with parents, 
teaching them counselling 


__ Foreword by Lord Runcie 


Dr Therese Vanier works 
with the L-Arche 
Community in London. 
Here, with a foreword by 
Lord Runcie, she tells the 
story of Nicholas Ellerker, a 
Christian with learning 
difficulties. L- Arche 
Lambeth, 13 Norwood High 
Street, London SE27 9JU, 


skills and assisting the process 
of preparing the child for 
painful treatment. 

Davis works in what is 
known as construct theory - 
how the disease or condition 
has changed the child, and its 
response to the parents or the 
medical profession. 

Within this theory, mentally 
preparing a child for treatment 
is uppermost in the training. 

Davis suggests talking about 
treatment, showing the child 
simplified films of what is 
going to happen and relaxation 
techniques to help with pain. 

He also looks at how the 
person has been affected by 
what has happened to them. 
Parents may feel guilt, believing 
they could have prevented the 
disease. Often they withdraw 
from social situations, so 
support is a major factor in 
good adaptation to disability. 
The parents are crucial to the 
healthcare process: they know 
their child and are therefore the 
best judges of physical and 
psychological changes in 
symptom development. 

This is a book about 
negotiation and partnership 
with a professional counsellor, 
featuring client centred and 
task centred therapy as defined 
by Carl Rogers a leading 
American psychotherapist. It 
teaches sound, basic counselling 
skills, with the proviso that 
much more has to be read and 
experienced. Goal and priority 
setting is a key feature. Davis is 
not all knowing: “in truth our 
knowledge of disease is poor, 
and cure is rare in chronic 
illness”. 

It is a must for parents of 
newly diagnosed children and 
those working in the caring 
profession. 

Lin Berwick 


tel: 081-761 4860. £2.99. 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 
For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 
Tel: 0293 871019 Fax: 0293 871007 


or 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 0484 400795 Fax: 0484 400796 
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Frankie 


| Armstrong 
with 
Jenny 
Pearson 
As Far as 
the Eye 


Can Sing 


a 
autobiography 


As Far as The Eye Can Sing 
is the autobiography of 
visually impaired Frankie 
Armstrong. It traces her 
career as a folk singer and 
voice therapy teacher. The 
Women’s Press, 34 Great 
Sutton Street, London 
ECIV ODX, tel: 071-251 
3007. £6.99. 


Scar Tissue 

by Michael Ignatieff 

(Chatto & Windus, 20 
Vauxhall Bridge Road, London 
SWIV 2SA, tel: 071-973 9740. 
£9.99) 


Michael Ignatieff’s novel Scar 
Tissue is not about what it is 
like to have Alzheimer’s 
disease. Such a novel is 
probably impossible to write 
with any true authenticity. 
Rather, it is almost as if 
Alzheimer’s is a character in 
the plot. The novel focuses on 
the effect a mother with the 
condition has on her devoted 
son, who watches helplessly as 
her personality and unique 
sense of self disintegrate before 
his eyes. 

This complex novel has 
many themes. Centrally, it is a 
study of loss. Although the 
book follows the progression 
of Alzheimer’s closely, right 
from onset until death, 
chronicling faithfully the loss 
of memory, identity and 
everything which makes a 
person unique, the novel is 
not truly about the mother, 


nor is it about the condition. 

The true loss is the son’s, of 
a mother to whom he is 
destructively and obsessively 
attached. As Alzheimer’s 
develops, the son’s life 
disintegrates alongside his 
mother’s personality, as if the 
condition has them both in its 
grip. It is a moving story. 

The book says a great deal 
about many things, such as 
loneliness, love, obsession and 
identity. But I found little, if 
anything, within its pages 
which said anything to me 
about disability, unless you 
believe in the kind of 
negative medical model of 
disability which I would hope 
we are all moving away from. 
But to be fair to Michael 
Ignatieff, whose second novel 
this is, I do not believe he 
set out to write about 
disability. 

What he did intend to write 
about, he generally achieves 
very impressively indeed. The 
novel is occasionally self- 
indulgently intellectual, but 
above all it is assured and 
powerful. 

Glynn Vernon 


DOWN'S 
SYNDROME 


An lntroduction for Parents 


The paperback reprint of 
this popular guide for 
parents of children with 
Down’s syndrome has an 
updated reading and 
organisations list. 
Souvenir Press, 43 Great 
Russell Street, London 
WCIB 3PA, tel: 071-580 
9307. £9.99. 


Walkabouts 


by Metco 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POST OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


TELEPHONE 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON, 
NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required. 
Tel: (0602) 255488. 


Wheelchair 


Information Pack 
(Disabled Living Foundation, | | 
380-384 Harrow Road, 
London W9 2HU, tel: 071- 
289 6111. £35.) 


| 
This is a comprehensive 
loose-leaf file aimed at | 
helping everyone through | 
the maze of available 
wheelchairs. I wonder how 
we have managed without it. 

The pack is divided into 
11 sections starting with 
What? Which? How? They 
give a brief resume of the 
types of wheelchairs and 
how to achieve a good 
seating position. 

The next three sections 
describe in detail the many 
wheelchairs available: 
manual, powered and 
children’s. They stress that 
the wheelchair should fit the |_| 
user and that everyone 
should look good and feel 
confident in their chair, then | | 
go on to explain how this 
can be done. Also described 
are accessories, cushions and 
seating systems. 

Each section is self- 
contained with few cross 
references. There is a useful 
list of current products and 
recommended reading. 

Section ten describes 
getting out and about and i 
shows ways of overcoming 
the many obstacles that 
wheelchair users encounter. 
It includes transporting 
wheelchairs in vehicles and 
in the home. 

The last three sections 
cover clothing for the 
wheelchair user, supply and ! 
provision of chairs and a list 
of Disabled Living Centres. 

The pack is all about 
maximising mobility. It is a 
mine of information and 
should help many people. 
The Disabled Living 
Foundation intends to 
update the pack every two 
years. In a fast changing 
market, I wonder if this will 
be often enough? 

Shirley Byrd 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 
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LHF CHOICE IS YOURS ... 


From the luxurious but practical 


VEHICLE HEIGHT 1778mm (70 IN) 


INTERIOR 
HEADROOM 
1500mMM (59 IN) 


ACCESS 


aaa EXCLUSIVELY SUPPLIED DIRECT 


FROM sh EX-WORKS 


= eee HEIGHT: Sa << 


PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1800mM (71 IN) 


2.4 petrol engine with catalytic converter, power 
steering, with option of automatic transmission 


VEHICLE HEIGHT 1840mm (72.4 IN) 


INTERIOR 
HEADROOM 
1550mM (61 IN) 


INTERIOR 
HEADROOM 
1370MM (54 IN) 


ACCESS = 
HEIGHT SS : j | ACCESS HEIGHT 
1500MM (59 IN) eS ( Re 1300MM (51 IN) 


PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1981MM (78 IN) 


—1 PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1500mM (59 IN) 


1.3 petrol or 1.8 diesel engine. oT HE 
Various seating options and passenger 1.6 petrol or 2.0 diesel engine. Various seating 
options available. 


i o : : NOW ‘ 
B | FROM £10,976 Ex-worxs | £10,976 Ex-wWorks ND : 
Con : ) —_ es NEW FROM £17,700 Ex-Works 


restraints available 


THERE IS ONLY ONE CHOICE — CONTACT al 


SOUTH MIDLANDS AND THE NORTH 
BROTHERWOODS AUTOMOBILITY LTD (DORSET) CLARKS INDEPENDENCE CENTRE (LEEDS) ERSKINE PRODUCTS (LOCKERBIE) 
ae, 0935 872603 PHONE 0532 588888 PHONE 0461 8651 


o\ BROTHERWOOD 


A UF OM CO BE 1 & DO 
Pillar Box Lane - Beer Hackett - Sherborne - Dorset DT9 6QP - Telephone 0935 872603 - Fax 0935 872853 


All prices and specifications may be altered or changed without prior notice at the discretion of Brotherwood Automobility Limited 
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Where do | go from here? 


Margaret Weeks explains where to find reliable benefits advice in this DN cut-out-and-keep guide 


It is essential that disabled 
people receive the best possible 
guidance on their benefit 
rights. The wrong information 
can cause great distress and 
unnecessary delays and even 
mean getting less money than 
you are entitled to. 

Here is a list of people with 
benefits knowledge who you 
can go to for help. 


Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
There are over 700 Citizens’ 
Advice Bureaux (CABx) in the 
UK, mainly in towns. They 
offer a free, confidential and 
impartial service, can help with 
consumer, debt, social security 
benefits, employment, housing, 
family and personal (including 
caring) and legal problems. 
They can also point you 
towards national and local 
charities who may be able to 
help. 

The number for your local CAB 
will be in the phone book 
(Yellow Pages) under counselling 
and advice, in the community 
pages of Thomson or at the local 
library or council offices. 


Department of Social 
Security 

Operates a free phone benefits 
advice line giving general 


ere iy) ga aR Um eae ea “nO ee eK Sap a sete tS ea ae ane 


* PETROL 


“ DIESEL 


advice and information and an 
explanation of the system. 
Calls are confidential and no 
record of things discussed will 
be made. Advice is available in 
Cantonese, English, Punjabi, 
Urdu and Welsh. Assistance in 
completing claim forms is also 
offered by the Benefits 
Enquiry Line section of the 
DSS. This is separate from 
the main advice line. 

England, Scotland, Wales, tel: 
(0800) 666555. 

Northern Ireland, tel: (0800) 
616757. 

Cantonese, tel: (0800) 252451. 
Punjabi, tel: (0800) 521360. 
Urdu, tel: (0800) 289188. 
Welsh, tel: (0800) 289011. 
Benefits Enquiry Line, tel and 
minicom: (0800) 882200 . 
Benefits Enquiry Line, Northern 
Ireland, tel: (0800) 220674. 


Welfare Rights 

Many local councils run 
welfare rights services. They 
can offer information and 
advice to disabled people on 
benefits and assistance in 
making claims. Some offer 
home visits for disabled 
people. 

Get the number for your local 
Welfare Rights from the local 
council or CAB. 


Local law centres 

These offer free legal advice. 
You should ask what level of 
advice can be expected as this 
may vary from area to area. 
Law Centre Federation, tel: 


071-387 8570. 
Disability Law Service 


This is a charity which gives 
free legal advice, assistance and 
information to disabled people 
and their families. 

Tel: 071-831 8031. 

Fax: 071-831 5582. 


Tribunal assistance 

Law centres, some CABx, 
DIALs and Welfare Rights can 
refer you to the most suitable 
people in your area to 
represent you or give guidance. 
I would strongly advise having 
a representative present to give 
assistance and support when 
you attend a tribunal. 


DIAL UK 

This is a network of local, 
independent groups staffed and 
managed by disabled people and 
those with direct experience of 
disabilities. They operate 
telephone and sometimes drop- 
in services which give 
information, advice, practical 
help and supportive counselling. 


THE 


Tel: (0302) 310123 
Fax: (0302) 310404. 


Disability Alliance 

This is a pressure group to 
improve welfare rights 
provision and information for 
disabled people. It runs a rights 
advice line three times a week 
(days vary - ring to check) for 
urgent and complex cases. 
Diability Alliance Rights Advice 
Line, tel and minicom: 071-247 
8763. 


Disablement Income Group 
The aim of this pressure group 
is to persuade the Government 
to give an adequate disability 
allowance to seriously disabled 
people. The group provides 
information, practical advice 
and assistance to disabled 
people and their families, 
especially over claiming 
benefits. 

Tel: 071-263 3981. 


Royal Association for 
Disability and 
Rehabilitation 

A co-ordinating body with 
over 500 member associations 
nationwide. It offers 
information, advice, support 
and a wide range of services to 
disabled people, their families 


NISSAN&RENAULT 


£10295 [ea 


VERSA'S* 


2 SUNROOFS, KENWOOD STEREO / RADIO CASSETTE WITH 4 SPEAKERS, 


and friends. Also acts as a 
pressure group on the 
Government. 

Tel: 071-637 5400. 
Minicom: 071-637 5315. 


SeniorLine 

Help the Aged’s free national 
information service. Gives 
information on welfare and 
disability benefits, housing and 
mobility. Monday to Friday 
10am to 4pm. 

Tel: (0800) 289404. 


National associations 

Most national charities give 
benefits advice, for example 
the Cerebral Palsy Helpline 
run by the Spastics Society. 
Addresses and telephone 
numbers can be obtained from 
your local telephone book, 
Thomson directory and CAB. 
If they cannot help you with a 
particular problem, 
they will advise you 
who to contact. 
Cerebral Palsy 
Helpline, tel: (0800) 
626216. 


ioe For wena advice, 
contact your local CAB. 


Lo eer Sie a ere a 


* PETROL 
£10895 


* DIESEL 
£11895 


5 Seater (plus 1 wheelchair space)or 
4 Seater (plus 2 wheelchair spaces)to 


luxury trim specifications “Inc. ramps 

* The Versa is avaiin Bie in both Petrol (unleaded) & Diesel versions. 

* The Ist choice for nursing homes, charitable organisations, community 
transport and families alike. 

* Inside, is a reliable and safe method of anchoring the wheelchairs and seats. 
** A double track runs the full interior length of the vehicle. Wheelchair clamps 
are provided which simply hand-tighten to anchor the 

wheelchair firmly in any position along the track. 


REMOTE ULTRA SONIC ALARM, 


£795 


ELECTRIC WINCH £300, 150 kg RATCLIFF TAIL LIFT £1250, 
200kg RICON FULLY AUTOMATIC TAIL LIFT £1650. 


3 YEARS NATIONAL BREAKDOWN COVER. 


* All conversions subject to Appendix B of Relief from VAT 
as amended in the 1983 Acts. 
Including delivery, number plates and assumes exemption 
from road fund licence. 
Contact Howard Samuels or John 
Leach for a full information 
pack. 


Home 
Demonstrations 
available 


MOOR LANE, WIDNES, CHESHIRE WAB ZAL 


TEL: 051-420 2000 
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' When you think of summer, 
you may imagine the sound of 

| Jeather on willow, or the sight 

of people involved in other 

| energetic activities. But if 

| relaxation is your game, why 

| not try a good old fashioned 

| picnic? There is plenty of 

| equipment to ensure your 

| outing goes smoothly. 

Most people go into the 

' country for a picnic, but access 
can sometimes be a problem. 


Shades: out in the sun 


! For people with reduced 


mobility, E P Barrus has 


) brought out the Lawnflight 
) Autorider (above right). It can 
» be legally driven on highways 


) and is also good at kerb and 
hill climbing. With a 
maximum range of 40 miles 
you'll be able to keep up with 
even long distance hikers. 
What’s more, there is a 
shopping trolley on the back to 
carry all the food. £1,990 from 
E P Barrus, Launton Road, 
Bicester, Oxfordshire OX6 
OUR, tel: (0869) 253355. 
Martin O’Connor from 
Paisley, Strathclyde, finds his 
MS can cause difficulties on 
summer days. “The problem is 


_ most noticeable when I return 


indoors after having spent 
some time in direct sunlight. 
There is a lingering flash in 
the centre of my vision, as if I 
have been temporarily blinded 
by a camera flash, leaving me 


dazed.” 


“problem. “They are based on 


He has now discovered 
Gold 24 (above), a new type 
of sunglasses that solve the 


Dara doll: fun and learning 


the gold-coated helmet visors 
first used by NASA 
astronauts. The sunglasses 
block out 100 per cent of the 
sun’s harmful UVA and UBA 
rays, and the manufacturers 
claim they are a major 
breakthrough in optical 


technology - a claim I would 
fully support.” The glasses 
come in fashionable designer- 
style frames. £12.90 (inc p&p) 
from Innovations, Euroway 
Business Park, Swindon SN5 
8SN, tel: (0793) 514666. 
Order code: RS947B. 

If you’re thinking of 
splashing out on a picnic 
hamper, buy one made by 
blind and disabled people. 
Prices start at £31.15 for a 
basket 14in by 10in by 6in and 
go up to £53.50 for a basket 
24in by 15in by 6in. 
Countrywide Workshops 
Charitable Trust, 47 Fisherton 
Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire 
SP2 7SU, tel: (0722) 326886. 

Worried about jolting over 
rough ground in your chair? 
The Sit Easy Frame could 
be what you are looking for. A 
sprung cushion replaces the 
canvas seat in the wheelchair. 
It was designed by John 
Charlton from New Milton in 
Hampshire for his wife, who 


Tuck in with the Neater Eater 


Kit 


Pack up a picnic 


found the jarring painful when 
her chair went over bumps. 
The frame has been tested 
successfully by the 
Department of Health. Frames 
are only available for 17in by 
17in seats, but the 
manufacturer hopes to expand 
the range. £69.99 (inc p&p). 
Wheelchair Developments, 41 
Stakes Hill Road, 
Waterlooville, Hampshire PO7 
7LA, tel: (0705) 253491. 

If you have difficulties 
eating and drinking, there are 
a number of options you could 
look at. Aremco manufactures 
a wide range of Ableware 
built-up Handle Cutlery. 
The stainless steel utensils can 
be adapted for your needs and 
come with lock-in handles and 
moveable grips. Heavy ones 
cost £8.20 and light ones cost 
£7.70 (ex VAT and p&p). 
Aremco, Grove House, 
Lenham, Kent ME17 2PX, 
tel: (0622) 858502. 

If you find it easier to drink 


Head for the hills with the Lawnflight Autorider 


through a straw, you could try 
the Pat Saunders Straw, 
which stops air filling the 
straw each time you stop 
drinking. This helps prevent 
gases accumulating in your 
stomach. The straw can be 
used with warm or cold drinks, 
bent to the desired shape and 
boiled to sterilise. £2.06 for 
two straws. Nottingham 
Rehab, tel; (0602) 452345. 
Michaelis Engineering have 
come up with the Neater 
Eater (left), a feeding aid 
suitable for people with severe 
tremor, ataxia or athetoid 
movement. For your money, 
you get a turntable, plate and a 
self-levelling spoon on an arm 
attached to a firm baseboard, 
with viscous dampers which 
absorb tremor and 
uncontrollable movements in 
your arm. £695 (ex VAT). 
Michaelis Engineering, 13 
Spencer Road, Buxton SK17 


A NEW CONCEPT FOR 
POSTURAL MANAGEMENT 
AT HOME 


It is recognised by therapists that people who are unable to move well can be at risk of developing an unconventional body shape. 
The therapeutic management of a symmetrical posture is recommended in the effort to prevent these problems. 


In a typical domestic environment there is limited space for equipment for postural management. 


Our amazing new SYMMETRIKIT TILT CHAIR combines the functions of our standard chairs with a tilt mechanism which allows the 
chair to be used for many positions, including:- 


r 
! 
! 
1 


Post our coupon today for further information 


CHECKOUT 23 


9DT, tel: (0298) 23882. 

Finally, if you want some 
peace and quiet to enjoy the 
countryside, why not keep the 
kids occupied with the Dara 
Doll (below left). The Doll 
has been developed by Salford 
University Business Services, 
and the profits will go to 
further research into mobility 
aids for disabled toddlers. 

The doll comes with a kit 
which promotes disability 
awareness and is suitable for 
children over three, either as a 
soft toy, or with the kit as an 
educational toy to develop 
understanding of disabilities. 
It is robust and machine- 
washable so ideal for the 
outdoors. Salford University 
Business Services, Salford 
Tramways Building, PO Box 
50, Frederick Road, Salford 
M6 6BY, tel: 061-736 8921. 

Happy munching. 

Tom Walker 


ee ee 
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24 PERSON TO PERSON 


Share Your Problems 


Complementary 
therapy: is it 
an alternative? 


Ann Darnbrough, DN, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


And now for something 
completely different. I haven’t 
had any letters on the subject 
of complementary or 
alternative therapy but ’m 
sure it’s one that concerns a lot 
of readers. So I hope those 
who have written to me about 
other things will be patient 
before they see their words in 
print. 


Look at the whole person 
Do you feel that you could be 
healthier but that your doctor 
concentrates on your disability 
and seems to forget that you 
are a whole person? Does s/he 
blame every ailment you have 
on your disability when you 
can see it has nothing to do 
with being disabled? Does 
s/he fail to recognise that the 
quality of your life is 
important? 

These are the kind of 
experiences that drive people 
to seek out complementary 
therapies. A whole range of 
these “alternative” therapies, 
such as acupuncture, herbalism 
and reflexology aim to treat 
the whole person, not just 
their symptoms, in order to 


help maintain a sense of well- 
being and prevent future 
illness. 

A report in Which? 
(November ’92) pointed out 
that surveys of the general 
public have shown that more 
and more people use and 
believe in the effectiveness of 
alternative medicine. Four out 
of five users claim to have been 
improved or cured by alterna- 
tive treatment. And now a 
report from the British Medical 
Association,* published in June, 
at last acknowledges that 
complementary medicine has an 
important role and recommends 
that doctors take courses in the 
most popular therapies. 

I hope those of you who 
have experimented with 
different therapies will write to 
me and share your experiences, 
good or bad, so that we can 
discuss, through this column, 
different ways of improving 
our well-being. 


Out for a fast buck? 

But is the alternative therapy 
on offer trick or treatment? 
How can we be sure that a 
particular practitioner is 


reputable? We need to 
remember that there are some 
people out there who are in 
the business just to make a fast 
buck. They may have little or 
no qualifications and be 
offering treatment at high cost 
with little understanding of 
what they are doing. 


Trained and registered 
Increasingly, serious 
practitioners of the more 
generally accepted therapies 
will be trained and registered 
with an appropriate body. 
Indeed, the BMA report calls 
for statutory regulation for 
acupuncture, chiropractic, 
herbal medicine, homeopathy 
and osteopathy, and voluntary 
regulation for other therapies 
as well. 

The Institute of 
Complementary Medicine has 
a register of complementary 
practitioners. They will be 
glad to send you details of 
practitioners of a therapy of 
your choice in your area. 
Before you make an 
appointment, remember to ask 
how much the treatment is 
going to cost. 

Another organisation, Scope, 
a registered charity, works to 
promote the health and 
independence of people with 
disabilities by providing 
information on complementary 
therapies. 

Scope is happy to give 
disabled enquirers details of 
registered therapists in their 
area, and advice on particular 
therapies which they may find 
helpful. 

These therapies include 
Alexander technique, 
aromatherapy, biomagnetic 


EAGLE 
MOTORHOMES 
UK 


HAWK CONVERSION 
FORD TRANSIT 100 CUSTOM SWB 
AUTOMATIC GEARBOX, POWER STEERING 
POWER LIFT, HAND CONTROLS 
PETROL £16121.85 


DIESEL £17286.85 


COAL PARK LANE, LOWER SWANWICK 
SOUTHAMPTON, HANTS, SO3 7DL 
0489 583667 


Disability Now August 1993 


therapy, polarity, remedial 
massage, shiatsu, reflexology 
and yoga. 


Laughing helps 

I’d like to add two others to 
the list - laughter and the arts. 
No, I’m serious. 

I remember reading about a 
man who was dying of cancer 
ordering all the funny films he 
could think of to give himself 
a big dose of laughter. I don’t 
know if it worked, and he 
lived to laugh another day, but 


I do know that hearty laughter 
can do wonders for us. 

I also know that there are 
times in our lives when the 
last thing we want to do is 
laugh, but if we can, it can be 
a wonderful tonic. I do mean 
hearty laughter. Forget the 
inhibitions and restraints. It 
doesn’t do us any good at all 
to hold the mirth within us 
while a disciplined smile plays 
around our mouths. This only 
serves to bottle up the stress 
within, which can cause so 
much damage. 

Try practising the 
wonderfully named “belly 
laugh” which wells up deep 
within us and does a power of 
good. 

See how infectious it is too. 
Before you can mop up the 
tears, everyone, far from being 
shocked, will be laughing with 


G&M 


COACHWORK 


DEVON 
VEHICLES FO 


R THE DISABLED 


CAR AND LIGHT VAN CONVERSIONS FOR THE 
FAMILY. WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY PLUS 
3-6 SEATS. A SELECTION OF NEW OR GOOD 

USED VEHICLES BUILT TO SUIT YOUR 

INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS. FOR ADVICE ON 

CONVERSIONS, MOTABILITY & VAT EXEMPTION 
CONTACT: DAVID VOOGHT, TEL: 0803 812260 


you. 
And another thing, laughter 
and sex go well together - it is 
after all a ridiculous pastime, 
but wonderfully joyful - a 
good reason for laughing. 


Art and the ancient Greeks 
How about the arts then? The 


ancient Greeks saw a clear link | 


between the arts and healing. 
The spectacular amphitheatre 
at Epidaurus in the 
Peloponnese adjoins what was 
once the sanctuary of the god 
of healing, and a hospital. 
Epidaurus drew sick and 
infirm people from all over 


Greece. As part of the healing | 


process they would go to the 
14,000-seat theatre to see a 


play. 


therapeutic arsenal may be life- 
transforming but it does not 


meet the basic human need for | 


humour, relaxation, harmony 
and spiritual uplift. 

“Research into patients 
recovering from gall bladder 
operations showed that those 
whose beds faced groups of 
trees left hospital sooner, had 
fewer post-operative 
complications and needed fewer 
painkillers than those who: 
looked out on a brick wall.” 

John Davies, professor 
emeritus in paediatrics at 
Cambridge University (who 
was quoted in the same 
article), believes that the arts 
could help patients cope with 
life as a whole, including 
disease and death. 

He said: “Art should not be 
seen as one of those activities 
like physiotherapy that is 
ancillary to medicine, nor as 
alternative medicine. It is 
concerned with our common 
sensibility, and our shared 
vision of what life is about and 
how it should be lived.” 


Which?, Dept Al2, Freepost, 
Hertford X, SG14 1YR, tel: 
(0800) 252100. 
*Complementary Medicine: New 
Approaches to Good Practice, 
Oxford University Press, £7.99. 
Institute of Complementary 


As John IIIman said recently | 
in the Guardian: “The modern | 


: 
| 


| 


| 


Medicine, PO Box 194, London 


SE16 1QZ, tel: 071-237 5165 
(enclose a SAE). 

Scope, 160 Fernhead Road, 
London W9 3EL, tel: 081-969 
5625 (enclose a SAE). 


THE 


EXPLORER 


Meeting the Challenge 


|Adjustable Control 
For personal At your 
comfort fingertips 


Stylish 
Choice of 
upholstery 
colours 


Range 
20 trouble 
free miles 


Reliable 


The chair you 
can trust 


Portable 
Of course! 


Powerful - distinctive - state of the art [ims Vek Bei diy pede 
P : : \= FREEPOST NH 5007 
If you're looking for hi-tech independence, J 15 Cronin Courtyard, Weldon South , 
Industrial Estate, Corby, Northants NN18 8BR | 
look no further - Cut out TEL: 0536 67660 FAX: 0536 402507 
The Explorer IS for you. and 1 Please send me details of the Explorer 


Advanced comfortable seating and post . =) Please send me details of other power wheelchairs 
adjustable controller create a power-chair coupon NAME 
tailor-made for you. today ADDRESS 


EXPLORER teads the way or a oe 
Don't know your local dealer? Call Nesbit Evans Mobility on 0536 67660 for details. \ — 
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26 INFORMATION 
A | The BT Young Deaf 


Achievers Awards are open to 


WHAT’S ON all deaf, deaf-blind and hard of 
2S SSI ee hearing people aged 16-29. 


Leeds Festival of Motoring. 4-5 September. Includes a Motabil- Nee ee ae Ah 
ity exhibition of adapted cars and carriages from the last 100 years. Young a A ae ie 
Details from Magda Wheatley, Motability, 1 The Embankment, BP arity ase, 


. Chandlery, 50 Westminster 
Neville Street, Leeds LS1 4DW, tel: (0532) 313000. Bfdse’ RNa) London BFA 


The Great Outdoors Charity Challenge. 5 September in 7QY. Closing date 15 August. 


Gwynedd. To join in, contact Laura Edney, the Spastics Society, 23 4 a 
illsi Iwyd LL29 7EW, tel: (0492) 530128. | A Feeding and Swallowing 
Hillside Road, Colwyn Bay, Clwy ( ) Resor ser Riad toed 
Back Care Products Exhibition. 9 September in Manchester. in July a Vranch_ House 
Free. Details from Brenda Dickinson, Disabled Living, 4 St Chads School, Pinhoe Road, Exeter 
Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8QA, tel: 061-832 3678. EX4 8AD, tel: (0392) 468333. 


Competing for Warmth. A conference, 14-15 September in MOVES 


Manchester. £200. Contact Neighbourhood Energy Action, 2/4 | Elizabeth Barnard is pr officer 
Bigg Market, Newcastle upon Tyne NEI] 1UW, tel: 091-261 5677. at the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. 
. Mary Januarius is HAPA’s 

Children who are Physically Disabled. A training course, 17-19 | new information officer. Sue 
September in Leeds. For more information contact John Cornwall, | Maynard is now chairman of 
SCOPE, Chalksole House, Alkham, Dover, Kent CT15 7EE. the Association of Disabled 
Professionals. Marie Pye is the 

Disabled People Have Rights. A conference, 21 September in | disability liaison officer at City 
London. £60-£85. Contact Rachel Scott, RADAR, 25 Mortimer | University. Paul Sample is now 
Street, London WIN 8AB, tel: 071-637 5400, minicom: 637 5315. public relations co-ordinator at 
the Leonard Cheshire Found- 

The Great Reusable Debate. A seminar on washable incontinence | ation. Adrian Sanders is now 
aids, 23 September in London. £30. Contact the Continence Foun- | European Social Fund policy 
dation, 2 Doughty Street, London WCIN 2PH, tel: 071-404 6875. officer at the National Council 
for Voluntary Organisations. 


Castle Priory Nigel Sheppard is appeals and 
Introduction to Transactional Analysis, 23-4 September. £180. pr officer at Portland College. 
Building Design and Construction, 26-28 September. £225. Christine Willison is now 
For details contact Castle Priory, Thames Street, Wallingford, Oxford- | artistic director at the 
shire, OX10 OHE, tel: (0491) 837551. Community Arts Workshop. 


The 1993 Jobs for 


Ne oee. tity Council 


: AN EVENT FOR 


wuan| DISABLED 
== PEOPLE 


CENTRE, 


Disabled People 


Open Day 


PROVIDING 
WELFORD PLACE, 
LEICESTER A DVI G f= & 
LE1 6ZG E T 
VENUE 
2 24 ON Boss 


BSL SIGN & ASIAN 


LANGUAGES J O ee S & 
INTERPRETERS 

BRAILLE 

Se CAREERS 
LARGE PRINT 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION TELEPHONE 
CAR PARKING 


REFRESHMENTS 0533 927088 
VOICE AND MINICOM 


OR WRITE TO : 

FRIENDLY AND HUMAN RESOURCES UNIT, 

B7 NEW WALK CENTRE, 
LEICESTER LE1 6ZG 


2 
od 
~ 
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Gf 


FOR 


EXPERT ADVICE 


FROM LEICESTER A LEICESTER CITY COUNCIL INITIATIVE KINDLY SUPPORTED BY 
MAIN SPONSORS 


CITY COUNCIL ; 
WPeicester Mercury 


AND MANY OTHER 


EXHIBITS See you there! 
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Rn §8=§=Fousing in Lothian is a fred 
INFO guide in print, large a 

braille and on tape. Contac 

Mee = Grapevine, 13 Johnston) 
Benefits After Retirement (FB Terrace, Edinburgh EH1 2PW, 
32), a Benefits Agency leaflet,  tel/minicom: 031-220 6855. 
is available in post offices or 
tel: (0800) 666555. The Year Zero Course at the 
University of Sunderland is an) 

Action for Blind People has introductory year for students! 
launched a mobile information — with disabilities who want to do) 
service. Contact Geoff Smith, the BA Business Computing’ 
mobile project co-ordinator, | Course. Starts September 93, 
Action for Blind People, 14-16 | Contact Sue Cain, Special 
Verney Road, London SE16 Needs Advisor, tel/minicom: 
3DZ, tel: 071-732 8771. 091-515 2933. | 


A FASHIONABLE TOUCH NEEDN'T BE OUT OF REACH ! 
WITH HELP FROM THE SPECIAL COLLECTION 


EASY DRESSING 
FASHION FOR 
PEOPLE WHO FIND 
DRESSING DIFFICULT 


Let The Special Collection take care of |} 
all your dressing difficulties with the new 
Autumn and Winter ’93 catalogue. 

Carefully designed with easy dressing || 
features; long front zips, easy to manage 
fastenings and generous armholes putting 
stylish dressing at your fingertips with page ]}| 
after page of this season’s liveliest fashions. 


It’s so simple, you can order by post or 
phone and there’s free delivery to your door, 
with 14 days approval. 

@ Easy to manage fastenings @ Stretchy, 

easy-care fabrics @ LADIES SIZES 12-30 |) 

© Gents up to 20" collar, 58" chest, 52" 

| : waist ® Footwear in a variety of styles and 

SEND FOR YOUR width fittings @ Standard and shorter fittings ! 

. FREE CATALOGUE @ Order by post or phone @ Free delivery | 

: ; “TODAY ; AND returns @ No agency to run @ 14 days || 
PHONE home approval @ £100 instant credit* 

ae The Special Collection (A Trading Division of 


061 238 2828 “ JD Williams), Dept. Z2502, 53 Dale Street, 


' Oucine ene 22502 Manchester M60 6ES. Reg. in England No. 178367. 


Lines are open Sam to 9pm, gulgualullalleall lanes tietiereeliee eee eee! 
Tht lenccemuenucallee Yes please, I'd love a FREE copy of The Special Collection. Post 
; to: The Special Collection (A Trading Division of JD Williams), I 
I 


Dept. Z2502, PO Box 123, Manchester M99 1HS. 1 
I] Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr 


Surname Initials 
I 
[DELETE AS APPLICABLE) [BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE} 


I meee Gh 
Sar 


A MORE THOUGHTFUL 
RANGE OF FASHION 
IN SIZES 12 TO 30 


fg Or simply fill in the coupon. 


I Town 


] County Postcode 


YTD [site doaldle 


Tel. No. (inc. STD code) 


ALEXIS 1 


+ Fullyupholsteredseattoensurecomfortandstyle ina range ofcolours 
and fabricfinishes. 

+ Programmable control unit toadjust/setspeed, sensitivity, angleand 
pitch ofcontrolstick to suit the user's particular disability. 

+ Precision-formedsteel box-framed chassis givingoptimum ngidity, 
durability andstrength. 

+ Indoorand Outdoorcapability. 

+ Lowcentreofgravity /Ideal weight distribution. 


DESIGNER DISABLED APPLIANCES Ltd. are proud toannounce 
the opening of a disabled resource centre, CARE HOUSE on 
Merseyside in early 1993. 


For further information / demonstration. Please contact 
Designer Disabled Appliances Ltd. on 051-495 1244. 


DESIGNER DISABLED APPLIANCES 


CAREHOUSE, 6 Poulton Green Close, Spital Cross, 
Bebington, Wirral, L63 9FS. Tel: 051-495 1244 
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.- NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... Answers page 31 


Create-a-caption 


|. Which Government 6. Why did 14 women break 
ninister had a heart attack? into the grounds of 

). Which tennis player lost in Buckingham Palace? 

wo Wimbledon finals this 7. What reason did American 
ear? President Bill Clinton give for 
. In which part of Britain did bombing Baghdad? 

rotesters oppose a road 8. For whom did the High 
xtension? Court recommend a 

. Which British city denied posthumous pardon? 
onference facilities to French 9. Which BBC soap was axed? 
National Front leader Jean 10. How much in libel 

Aarie Le Pen? damages did Prime Minister 

. How much did a John Major get from New 
Aichelangelo drawing fetch at Statesman and Society 

uction? magazine? 


July winner 

The £10 prize goes to 
Ralph Irwin-Brown of 
Grayshott in Surrey for 
“Youre paying for this, my 
boy!” 

Thanks to everyone who 
entered. If you’ve never had 
a try for the £10 prize, why 
not have a go this month? 


DN’s crossword : 
nswers page 31 eee ey, REDRILA EY NOLES Wide-footed dance 
troupe, the Roly 
Poly’s, donned pink 
satin and tap shoes 
to open Europe’s 
first shoe shop. 
catering specially 
for people with 
broad feet. The 
shop in Bury, Lancs, 
stocks women’s 
shoes in sizes three 
to nine and men’s in 
six to 12.* 

What could they be 
saying as they put 


ACROSS 2. Rudely (10) ¢ 
Sotto voce statement (7) . 3. Shakespearean character (4) their feet up? 
Snare (4) "=" 4, Mackintosh (8) Send your answers 
Type of gland (9) 5. Boy’s name (6) 
Empty (4) 6. Cogitated (8) to DN, 12 Park Cres- 10 
Shared cobs (anag) 10. City in Southern Spain (7) cent, London W1N A 0 
. Pastime (8) 11. Lust led (anag) AE b 412A t conr -A pivistOr ROAD. H We: 753 3-5 12849 
. Belongs to 18 across (3) 13. Long for (5) Q y ugust. yoncar mipole TELEP: FAX: 075 
. Society that promotes litera- 16. Eggs (3) * For a free catalogue, tel: DN 8/93 
ture and art (5,7) 17. Hooligan (3) (0800) 262717. 
. Polyunsaturated pot (9,3) Se Se es ve ie ee ee ee a a an Pe Gar De ee ee 
The Doings of Dan Nugent (“DN” to his friends) by Rigby 
DOWN 
Mobile seat (10) YOURE DOING A ‘1 ONLY WISH / COULD ab ol WELL, FOR A START 
LRAND JOB ON LIVE YOU A HAND’ <UL) THERE'S A ROBIN NESTING 
F , vif /N SAY JACKET POCKET 
We’ve got ie taped THE GARDEN AIV FOO a 


id you know that DN is 
available on tape for visu- 
ally impaired people or for 
hose who have difficulty 
lolding a paper? 
\t the moment, this service 
s free of charge. 

f you would like to receive 
he tape, contact Jenny 
Nhitehead or Karen 
3resloff on 071-383 4575. 


EZ : oe} a 


WAAIE ONE LOOD 
REASON WHY YOU COULDN 
DO A BIT OF WEEDING 


/ ONLY W/SH 
4 COULD GIVE 
YOU A HAND 
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SWAP CARTERS COMMODORE 
ELECTRIC wheelchair. 30 mile range. 
Lights, indicators, excellent cond, Too 
wide for house. Swap for smaller chair or 
micro car or offers. Tel: (0325) 356390 
(County Durham). 


ELECTRIC CHAIR for lifting and 
reclining. Orthokinetics model no. 530. 
Fully upholstered. Exc. condition. £500 
ono. Tel: (0926) 632660. 


DIPPER BATH HOIST, attendant 
operated. Although bought in 1992, used 


only 4 months. Excellent condition. 
Accept £260. Tel: (0372) 377430 
(Leatherhead). 
POWERCHAIRS 


(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 
Nearly new, hardly used 
Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. All models 
wanted and for sale. The right one to 
suit your individual problem. 

Free Advice, 
Delivery, Collection. 
All Areas Covered. 
Free AA membership 
with every purchase. 
Ring Mr Gibbons 
021-357 4965. 
All major credit 
cards accepted 


RENAULT TRAFIC CONVERSIONS 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS BY RAMP 
OR LIFT 
FROM £10,845-00 EXCLUDING TAXES. 
-000- 

FORD TRANSIT AUTOMATICS 
AUTO-LIFT: AUTO DOORS 
INDIVIDUAL SPECIFICATIONS. 
-o00- 

SOME LOW MILEAGE PRE-OWNED 


liars aes Sila - 
& Interbillity 


AIDS TO LIFTING 


TEL: STEVENAGE (0438) 747448 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


E P ‘on eee FOR THE 
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 
Specialising in: 
LIGHTWEIGHT, RIGID & 
FOLDING WHEELCHAIRS 
¢ Authorised dealer for Quickie, 
Swede and Action Technology 
¢ Home demonstration of products 
¢ Servicing, spares and repairs 
¢ Adult and children’s wheelchairs 
FOR A BROCHURE OR 
FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Tel/Fax: 0252 547939 
156 Alexandra Road, 
Farnborough, Hants GU14 6RY 
OR OUR NEW OFFICE 
IN CC 
Tel/Fax: 
At company run by the disabled — fer the disabled 


MANUAL LIGHTWEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIRS 
(NEW & SECONDHAND [ALL TYPES]) 
* BOUGHT AND SOLD 
*¢ REPAIRS, SERVICES AND ALTERATIONS 
¢ PARTS SUPPLIED ... FITTING AVAILABLE 
* HIRING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


GBL SERVICES 


¢ TRUE CHOICE OFFERED 
¢ LARGE SHOWROOM OPEN FOR 


¢ DEALERSHIP COVERING 
¢ UNIQUE MANUAL WHEELCHAIR 


* PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED 
¢ HOME VISITS ARRANGED NATIONWIDE. 
¢ OPEN WEEKENDS BY APPOINTMENT 
ADVICE AND ALTERNATIVE ENQUIRIES WELCOME CONTACT 
JAMIE: UNIT E3 & E4, SHIELD BUSINESS CENTRE, SHIELD DRIVE, 
BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX TW8 9EX. TEL: 081-569 8955. 


MOBILITY 2000 © stair climbing 
wheelchair. As new, was £4,000. For sale, 
£1,500. Tel: M. Palmer, (0837) 52001. 


CONDUCTIVE EDUCATION FUR- 
NITURE. Tel: 081-764 1319. 


ELECTRIC 4-WHEEL SCOOTER. 
Kerb climber, adjustable length, lights, 
indicators. Lark. New £1,800. Tel: (0935) 
814624. 


WHEELCHAIR Q200 EXPRESS. 16in. 
Very good condition, little used. ‘Tel: 
(0229) 774889. 


SUNGIFT 400 ELECTRIC CAR, + 
8mph. New heavy duty batteries, rarely 
used. VGC. £1,200 ono. Tel: (0892) 
542713. 


BEC SCORPIO with charger. Cost over 
£3,000. As new, offers over £1,000. el: 
(0732) 700296. 


For a fast and efficient service call 
021-544 3089 or 021-366 6796 anytime. 


Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


= CYCLE FOR 
(Vive! HEALTH & FUN 


Best range of special 
needs cycling equipment 


CALL NOW 
for information or 
demonstration. 

DEALERS NATIONALLY 


. Neatwork, PO Box Z, 
cee cnas arog, Coldstream, Berwickshire, 
‘ax: Scotland, TD12 4NW 


BEDDING PROTECTION! 
Mattress, duvet and pillow covers. 
Hospital quality PVC. Strong and 
soft. For brochure and price list, 
tel: (0494) 537833. DRYNIGHTS. 


POWERCHAIRS 


* 3&4 wheeled 
scooters 


* Batricars 
* Repairs & servicing 
* Fully guaranteed 
* New & used 
* Bought & sold 
* HP. 
Freedom at a price you can afford 


FOR EXPERT HELP & ADVICE CALL 
0702 712430 


VIEWING & DEMOS. 
APPROXIMATELY 70 MODELS. 
INSURANCE SCHEME. 


VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER. 
1990 Devon Conversion 1,900cc auto- 
matic, fitted with Henderson wheelchair 
lift. 8 seats (3 removable). Very good con- 
dition. Only 24,000 miles. £8,500. Tel: 
(0628) 35162 (Maidenhead). 


BATRICAR AIRE 3. Bought new 1990. 
Excellent condition, hardly used due to ill 
health. Extras include stable door canopy, 
spare wheel, bracket gel batteries and spe- 
cial charger for gel batteries. Colour red. 
£2,500 ono. Tel: (0937) 541023. 


FIAT FIORINO, A reg. Converted for 
wheelchair, ramps, clamps, MOT, tax, 
sunroof, radio. 24,500 genuine mileage. 
Reliable. £1,100. Tel: 081-958 3942. 


SUPER-LARK 4350 battery operated 
chair for outside use. 3 years old, good 
condition, hardly used. £800. Tel: 081- 
788 7907. 


MANGAR PORTABLE BATHLIFT. 
Excellent condition, with manufacturer’s 
guarantee for free first service and demon- 
stration and assessment. £325. Tel: (0544) 
327674 or 318022. 


BEC SUPASCOOTER, 3 wheeler, new 
batteries. £400. Also Ranger mkI 4 
wheeler, new batteries. Delivery/demo 
within 25 miles of Enfield. More info 
from Alan. Tel/ansaphone: 081-363 7296. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, Sterling 
4. Perfect condition, under one year old. 
Fully charged, orginally £2,300. Will 
accept £1,200 ono. Tel: (0737) 551370. 


1992 SUNGIFT 400, immaculate, as new. 
Hood, bumpers, battery charger. Cost 
£3,000 plus. £1,800. Tel: (0709) 373251 
or 370741 (Rotherham). 


1993 AUTO FIESTA COURIER. 4 plus 
1 wheelchair. Ramp, electric winch. 
Approx 3,000 miles. Available end of 
August. £11,975. Tel: (0225) 753009. 


RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS 
Stannah/Minivator, installed 
and guaranteed. Unwanted lifts 
purchased for cash. 
DOLPHIN LIFTS 081 861 2370. 


Videos by post! Great selection of 
classic and recent movies, including 
Basic Instinct, Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves, and many more ... all under 
£10. Ring David Nicholson on 071- 
923 2233 for details. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 


NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY USED 
FOR SALE FROM HALF PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, DEMONSTRA- 
TIONS AND ADVICE - ALL AREAS 
COVERED. 


TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 
SOUTH 081 343 3535 


OXON §BERKS 
WHEELCHAIRS 


~#) SCOOTERS 


WE BUY enough 


WE SELL 
WE P/X 
WE ADVISE 


cat & 


0488 681653 


WILTS FHANTS 


PETO PLINTH 1,000m, £75. Ladder 
back chair 1,500m, £60. Stool, £15. Tel: 
(0734) 478136. 


VOLVO 340 1.7 G REG with Carchair. 
32,000 miles, elec windows. £5,500. Life- 
time care. Tel: (0323) 844884 (East- 
bourne). 


VESSA TREKKA Micro-car with new 
batteries. All still under supplier's guaran- 
tee. Purchased in April for £1,450. No 
reasonable offer refused. Tel: (0543) 
257104. 


VESSA TRAVLA, dual control. FSH. 
New batteries. £400 ono. Tel: (0424) 
220713. 


BOOSTER TOWN & COUNTRY 
scooter. New Nov 791. Condition good. 
Including battery charger. Open to offers 
in the region of £800. Tel: (0256) 466477 
(Basingstoke). 


INFRA RED STEERING CONTROL 
(9 way) by Brian Page. Cost new £430, 
used only one month due to fit. Only 
£250. Tel: (0420) 83673 (Hampshire). 


ALVEMA 100 TEENAGE 
PUSHCHAIR. An easily handled, well 
designed and simple chair (cost £520) 
£200. Tel: (0695) 575344. 


BATRICAR 24V DELUX. Immaculate 
condition, spare wheel charger, trolley. 
£2,250. Tel: (0283) 34086 (after 8.30pm). 


RENAULT TRAFIC (1991 H_ reg). 
Luxury conversion, 5 seats and one 
wheelchair passenger. Ricoh powerlift. 
White, custom red trim. Superb condi- 
tion. Genuine 11,000 miles. £7,995 ono. 
Tel: (0924) 444492. 


ELITE WHISPER electric wheelchair, 
good condition, charger included. £1,050 
ono. Call Steve, tel: (0905) 770821. 


FIAT EXPLORER, K REG, 900 mls, 
blue, electric ramp, £7,650. Tel: 081-644 
8026. 


SWIVEL CAR SEAT, front. £250. Tel: 
081-644 8026. 


PARKER KNOLL riser chair. £350. 
Tel: 081-644 8026. 


VITESSE MKIII. 2 years old, in vege. 
Many extras. £1,200 ono. Tel: 081-200 
1135. 


apace oan 


ESCORT CHAIRMAN IN RED. Rear — 
entry for wheelchair with lowering sus+_ 
pension. Beautiful condition. Lo 
mileage. £4,250. Tel: (0633) 400376. 


AA CALLSAFE emergency car phone 
Unused. Cost £199. Will accept £1 
ono. Buyer must hold current AA me 
bership. Tel: (0797) 344475 (S. Kent). | 
LARK XT SCOOTER. 12 months old. 
Ex. cond. £1,000. Good reason for sale, 
Tel: (0942) 867400. 


CHAIR. ORHTOKINETICS cushion) 
lift, model 1900/2200. Beige coloured fab-) 
ric. VGC. £400. Could deliver. Tell 
(0604) 755685. 


LARK 3 WHEEL portable. Hardly used 
Offers invited. Tel: (0707) 659973 (Hert-| 
fordshire). 


LARK TRIUMPH INVALID CHAIR. 
Cost £1,995. Used twice, owner passed 
away. £1,250 or nearest offer. Cash only. | 
Tel: (0925) 860957 or (0925) 268454.. | 


! 
CARTER CRUISER II powerchair. 15in| 
seat, yellow plus rim, charger. VGC. Tel:) 
Mr Harris, 081-883 9171. | 


ELECTRIC SCOOTER. 1992 model, as | 
new. Can deliver. Bargain only £850. Tel: 
081-953 1238. 


116 RED EXPRESS WHEELCHAIR, 
almost new, ask £450, was £695. Tel: 
(0453) 883587. 


BATHE ABLE BATH. Cost £2,250 
accept £1,340 (unused). Suitable for unat- } 
tended bathing of elderly, disabled or con- | 
valescing patients, or those with limited ) 
mobility, easy transfer direct from 
wheelchair into bath. Bath looks luxurious } 
and is a carer’s dream, suitable for domes- | 
tic or residential use. Tel: (0245) 226516 f 
(Essex). ' 
| 
GRORUD PORTA STAIRLIFT, r/h, } 
13 stairs. Excellent condition, cost £1,450. | 
Will sell for £600. Tel: (0902) 754704. | 


3-DOOR F REG ESCORT estate, 1.61, | 
one owner, 34,000 miles, auto, super PAS, 
hand controls (removable), sunroof. Good 
condition. £4,250. Tel: (0442) 862088. 


ORTHOKINETICS RECLINING ~ 
CHAIR, rising back seat and foot rest. As 
new, £950 ono. Tel: (0255) 429881. 


TENDERS 


M 


CITY = DRAMA 


94 


MANCHESTER CITY OF DRAMA 1994 
Disabled People’s Arts & Cultural Centre 


Manchester is UK City of Drama in 1994, part of Arts 2000, the Arts Council’s 
millennium project. The keystone of its legacy for the future is the first ever 


centre for disability arts and culture, to be run by and for disabled people. 


Tenders are invited for a feasibility study into this Centre, which will be 
located in central Manchester. The study will examine the location, building 
and capital requirements of the centre and establish a business plan for its 
operation, identifying all possible sources of income. 


It is essential that the consulting team is led by disabled practitioners and 
that the widest possible consultation with disabled artists and potential 


users of the centre is undertaken. 
Fee: up to £32,500 


Tenders to be received by 27th August 1993. 


A full brief and further information can be obtained from: Nikki Axford, Admin- 
istrator, Manchester City of Drama, 2/10 Albert Square, Manchester, M2 
6LW. Tel: 061 832 1994. Fax: 061 833 9538. Registered charity no: 1015140. 
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Send this coupon with your name and address, da 
12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


D P i 5 We 
N reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue 


Classified lineage advertisements 


ie use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or full stop and a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


ytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 


Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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Disability Now ts not responsible for 
the claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints. Readers are advised 
to check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
Small ads in DN reach 


over 70,000 people for 
just £3 a line. 

To advertise, use the 
form on the left. Send it 
and a cheque for the total 
to Disability Now, 12 Park 


Crescent, London W1N 


4EQ. 
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Kings Sailing for the disabled. Sailing cruises for 
disabled and/or abled bodied people. With only 
four guests to care for the skipper and crew can 
provide that most essential personal touch. Sit 
back and enjoy or become totally involved, the 

choice is yours. Most competitively priced. Details: 
Tom or Anne King (0963) 34767. Or write to 5 
Rowan Close Wincanton, Somerset BA9 9SG. 


Winged Fellowship provides respite 
care for severely physically disabled 
people and their carers at five UK 
holiday centres. One-to-one care. 
Write/phone for brochure: 

Angel House, 20-32 Pentonville Road, 
London Ni 9XD (tel: 071-833 2594). 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“1992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting 
with superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood 
burning stoves and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (0208) 850277 or 850617. 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and heated 
- linen provided. Peaceful country set- 
ting for touring Exmoor, Dartmoor and 
Devon Coast. Brochure from South 
Coombe Farm, Witheridge, Tiverton, 
Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 860302. 


YORKSHIRE DALES 
Self-catering cottage adapted for 
wheelchair visitors. Newly converted 
barn on high moorland, between Pateley 
Bridge and Grassington. Beautiful views. 
Sleeps up to 5. Comfortable, well- 
equipped. Children, dogs welcome. 

Phone: (0423) 711747. 


On the Isle of Anglesey in unspoilt 
countryside just minutes from beauti- 
ful beaches. 2 delightful fully accessi- 

ble 3 bedroomed bungalows. Each 

accommodating 6 people in luxury 
and equipped with every convenience 
from a microwave to an accessible 
shower room. With many facilities on 
and around the island this is the ideal 
holiday location. 

Ring or write for details Hen Ysgol, 

Rhofcolyn, Anglesey LL65 2RQ, 
tel: (0407) 741593. 


SUNNY TENERIFE 


Fully Accessible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments 
Brochure: Lynne James Ltd, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 1JW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


Mar Y Sol - Tenerife. Wheelchair accessible 
apartments. Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 
poolside bar, equipment hire. Ring today for 
video and cheapest prices on flights. 
Algarve - Portugal. Wheelchair friendly luxury 
villas in Portugal with swimming pools or 
mini hotel with adapted rooms. 

Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, 
Staines, Middx TW19 5NX. Tel: (0753) 685718. 


Liandeilo, West Wales. 3 comfortable well 
equipped cottages specially for disabled 
people and their families. Overlooked by 
12th century castle and over-run by deer. 
Each cottage sleeps 4. Central heating, CTV, 
laundry, fitness room. Large orchard and a 
very warm welcome. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin 
(0558) 823059 for brochure. 


“SOUTHDOWN” 
A Holiday Home for the Disabled. 
1 St Mary's Road, Frinton-on-Sea, Essex. 
Tel: (0255) 672790. 
Offering full board and an awareness 
of the holiday needs of our less 
mobile guests and their carers. 
RING OR WRITE FOR OUR BROCHURE 
(Administered by the Southend Holiday Home 
for the Disabled Trust - a registered charity.) 


BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. 
Fully adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C Hodgson. Tel: (0924) 454300. 


St. Leonards, Sussex. 7 berth 
caravan adapted for disabled 
people on Haven Site. For 
colour brochure. Tel: Shepway 
MS (0303) 242009. 


GLEBE FARM HOLIDAYS 
SELF CATERING COTTAGES FOR 
THE DISABLED 
Glebe Farm, Charles Brayford 
Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon EX32 7PT 
Telephone: 0598 710241 
Open all year. Wheelchair accessible. 
Equipment available. 

Tourist Board 4 keys and commended. 
Please contact: Valerie Boddington 


White House Farm, Herefordshire. 
Self catering, 2 bed, ground floor open 
plan apartment. Very good wheelchair 
access. Indoor heated pool. Carp lake, 
gardens. For free brochure phone Gra- 
ham Mitchell on (0432) 761202. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded accommoda- 
tion. Swimming pool, adapted minibus, plus var- 
ious trips and outings included. For full details 
send for a free colour brochure to: Daystar Holi- 
days Ltd, 26 Scotts Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
TN2 5RG or telephone (0892) 525133. 


Bodmin Moor. Full board in friendly 
family home, for disabled guests and 
carers. Modern bungalow. En-suite 
“wheel-in” shower. Outings arranged. 
Transport available. Telephone for 
details - Yvonne Bell (0208) 850884. 


Are you retired? Disabled? 
How about a holiday with a difference. 
Abroad from October 93-March 94 
Austria, Bavaria, Hungary, Spain etc. 
Your holiday starts from being picked 
up from your home and ends when 
you return home. Special diets 
catered for. Let us know your likes 
and dislikes. We only want your 
holiday to be a pleasurable one. 
Also holidays in Anglesey. 
You just book, we do the rest. Tele- 
phone 0407 832394. 


SERVICES 


‘) ARE YOU STUCK UP? 


We've got what you want. A full 
range of stickers and signs spe- 
cially for disabled people. Call us 
now. TELEPHONE: 0275 842322 
or write: GPSP, PO BOX 25, 
PORTISHEAD, AVON, BS20 9LG. 


A d. P. 7 Accessible 
am FTice Vehicles 

lf you need a vehicle to carry up to five seated 

passengers and a wheelchair but your budget 

will not stretch to a new one, contact us. 

* Used accessible vehicles supplied 

* Access conversions to your vehicle 

* Passenger use and access conversions to 
used vans 

* Realistic prices 

* Any make supplied 

Our comprehensive service includes locating a 

suitable vehicle, processing H.M. Customs & 

Excise requirements and delivery to your door. 


Tel:Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0860) 620779 
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.. TIME For Vita DECISIONS 


GREENWICH ASSOCIATION OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


Agency Manager 
£18,315 (under review) 


GAD is looking for a Manager who can work under pressure, to organise a 
small but growing Agency. Essentially, you will manage Personal Assistants 
providing personal support to disabled people in the community. You should 
have at least two years direct managerial experience, and must be committed to 
the empowerment of disabled people. As the Manager, you will be expected to 
Participate in an on-call, out-of-office hours duty rosta. 


GAD’s Employment policy requires that disability is an essential prerequisite 
to employment within the organisation; exceptionally this policy may be waived 
but disabled candidates will be given priority interviews. 


Black and ethnic minority staff are under-represented within the organisation and 
apphcations from these communities are particularly encouraged. 


For further information and an application form please write to the Director, 
GAD, Christchurch Forum, Trafalgar Road, Greenwich SE10 9EQ. Closing 
date for receipt of completed application forms: Friday 20th August 1993. 


N OFFICERS 


. PACK THEIR EXPERIENCE 


INTO Just 
A Few MINUTES... 


Over 45 million people enter the UK every year and over 2000 Immigration Officers 
make informed, accurate decisions affecting those subject to immigration control - 
every minute - every day. 

These are highly responsible roles where your judgement must be based on 
effective examination and inquiry. Resilient and able to deal with reality, you must 
be a clear, persuasive communicator who has the talent to ‘think on your feet’ in a 
demanding and pressurised environment. A sound understanding of current 
affairs will further aid your success. 

In addition, all the ‘behind the scenes’ administration will require an organised 
approach with excellent report writing skills. At least 5 GCSEs including 
2 ‘A’ levels are essential. You must also be a British, EC or Commonwealth Citizen 
without restrictions on employment and without a time limit on your permitted 
stay in the United Kingdom. Unless you were born in the UK, you should normally 
have lived here for the past 3 years. 

Clearly a sensitive area and one that requires the level of professionalism, 
tact and diplomacy only achieved through highly trained staff. As such, you will 
benefit from a structured training programme to equip you with skills ranging 
from forgery detection to interpersonal skills. 

Whilst age and experience are immaterial, we would be interested in hearing 
from returners to the workplace and more mature candidates. Similarly, we would 
be particularly interested to hear from people from ethnic or disability groups 
since we are under represented in these areas. 

If you can demonstrate the skills and talent essential for success in these high 
profile roles,we offer an excellent remuneration package (£14 '/2 - £20K), 

a variable shift pattern - including some weekend and public holiday work - and 
the range of benefits you would expect from a major Government Organisation. 

For further details and an application form, please write to: 

Recruitment & Assessment Services, Alencon Link, Basingstoke, 
Hants RG21 1JB or telephone 0256 468551 quoting reference C/94/0638/002. 

For those with a hearing difficulty, a dedicated Minicom service is available. 
Please telephone 081 688 5495. 

The closing date for requesting application 
forms is 12th August 1993 which must be 
returned by 19th August 1993. 


Applications are welcome from candidates 
regardless of ethnic origin, sex, marital 
status or disability 


IMMIGRATION SERVICE 
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National Women Worker’s Conference 


re tday, Hee tt 


work with girls and young women, policy and 
practice 


Friday evening 24th September - Sunday 26th 1993 
Stanford Hall, Loughborough 


5 Brought to you by Youth Clubs U.K’s Working with 
‘| Girls and Young Women Development Programme 
and the Young Women and Sport Network 


This Conference will give a nationwide perspective 
on the issues facing girls and young women today. 


It will provide women workers with skills and ideas 
with which to respond to young women’s needs & it 
will explore ways that workers can access resources. 
d 
Further details from 
Carola Adams Girl’s Work Development Officer 
0952 433965 
Gillian Henderson Sports Development Officer 
0203 716154 


YOUTH 
he 7 nil 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 


Service Manager 


(Equalities) 
Salary PO3 £23,733 - £25,437 pa 


Do you have a vision for Equalities in the year 2000 and beyond? 

If so, we would like to hear from you. We are looking for an enthusiastic 
professional to head up our Equalities Unit and play a key role in raising the 
profile of equalities in Nottingham. 

You will have had experience in the equalities field formulating and 
promoting positive action measures at a strategic level, and be able to 
demonstrate an ability to forge good relationships with a diverse range of 
community groups. 

As we are looking for particular personal skills, you may have a 
background in promoting equalities in the private, voluntary or public sector 
and still fit the criteria for the post. 

Ref. CX/0376. 


Policy Officer 


(Strategy) 
Grade SO2 £17,208 - £18,231 pa 


Nottingham City Council currently enjoys a good reputation in the 
community and is proud of its services. 

It is also currently embracing the themes of customer orientation and quality 
management with enthusiasm. Consequently, changes are being instituted to 
ensure that key change agents are in-post to accelerate these developments. 

We are therefore seeking a hard working and committed person to join our 
Equalities Unit as Policy Officer (Strategy). 

You will be required to develop and co-ordinate equality initiatives, assist 
managers in the development and execution of equality programmes, provide 
advice on individual cases, monitor equality practices and establish good 
links with disadvantaged groups 

If you believe that you have: 

a sound knowledge of equality legislation; 

experience of developing equality policies; 

good organisational skills; 

a thorough commitment to equality of opportunity. 

Come and join us. 

Ref. CX/0023. 

a he 


Application forms and further details available from the Personnel Manager, 
Chief Executive’s Department, The Guildhall, Nottingham NGI 4BT. 
Tel: (0602) 350700. Minicom service office hours only. Answerphone after 
office hours. Please note CVs cannot be accepted. 

Applications are particularly welcome from women, Asians, African 
Caribbeans and disabled people, as they are currently under represented 
among our employees. 

Closing date: Noon, 6th September 1993. 

‘Job Share’ applications will also be considered from those who wish to 
job share with another person unless otherwise stated. 

Please state for which post you are applying and quote 
appropriate ref. on all correspondence and enquiries. 


£4 NOTTINGHAM] — 


FIND-A-FRIEND 


For Find A Friend ads 
please send a cheque or 
postal order for £3 pay- 
able to Disability Now 


with your ad. 


SEAN, 43-YEARS-OLD, would like to 
meet able bodied or disabled girls in 
London. I require aid or a walking stick, 
otherwise have an independent life and 
do get lonely. All letters will be 
answered. Box No. 560. 


MY NAME IS JOHN. I am 40 and I 
live in Dorset. I am looking for male 
friends, 25 to 35. Must have free time to 
travel with me in motor caravan. Hope- 
fully leading to a special friendship. I am 
quite good looking, solvent and want safe 
enjoyment. Photo and phone number 
please. Box No. 561. 


LONELY LADY, mid 40s with autistic 
daughter, would appreciate company and 
friendship. We like walking and music. I 
work part-time and enjoy swimming, 
travel and conversation. Box No. 562. 


There is a short waiting list for Find-A- 


Friend ads. If your ad 1s not in nom, it 
will probably appear next month. 


40-YEAR-OLD LADY with cp would 
like a male pen friend of a similar age in 
W. Yorkshire or near. I am quite plump, 
caring, able to walk, but partially sighted. 
I like writing letters, listening to records 
(50s and 60s music), going out for meals. 
Box No. 563. 


DISABLED GAY MAN, young 27 year 
old living in NE London, with own flat 
and car, wishes to meet non-scene guy, 
21-30, for friendship and fun, possibly 
leading to a relationship. Box No. 564. 


YOUNG LADY from SE London hopes 
to meet a young man for real friendship 
to share joys and sorrows of life and a lot 
more, like dining out, theatre, park, the 
countryside.Box No. 565. 


MALE 28, looking for lady (23-30) 
preferably living in the South, who 
enjoys life, eating out, driving and an 
occasional drink, with a view to lasting 
friendship/relationship. Box No. 566. 


To reply to a Find-A-Fnend indicate the Box 
Number and mark the envelope Private and 


Confidential. If you do not it will be opened. 
Send to DN, address on page 2. 


FRIENDSHIP AGENCIES 


DI 
Ay Dax 
mn 
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For people with disabilities. 
Be assertive and join Handidate. 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk 1P1 2PB. 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


Anybody Any Age Able-bodied or Dis- 
abled. Choose Your Own Ideal Rela- 
tionship. Mutual Essential Links, 1 

Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 

SHL. Tel. O606 49093 (24hrs). 


WANTED 


EVER BEEN TOLD that disability is 
caused by sin? That repentance will 
“cure” you? I was! I’m researching the 
attitudes/tactics of religious groups 
towards disabled people. Any disturbing 
experiences? Contact me in strictest con- 


fidence. Tel: 071-794 5731. 


UNWIN QUIKLIFT, also Newton 
Streamliner wheelchair. Tel: 021-747 
4764. 


40 SPOKE BACK WHEEL, left side for 
Pashley Picador pedal trike, 20in by 
13/8in, or old Pashley Trike. Tel: (0692) 
536596 (evenings after 7pm). 


PROPERTY FOR SALE 


FLAT- purpose built. Near river and town. 
New 99 year lease. Main construction in 
place. Own choice fittings and heights. 
Ramped own entrance. Wheelchair to 
bath/we. Lounge/bed/kit. Suitable for inde- 
pendent living. Price £48,000 to INCLUDE 
£5,000 for own choice fixtures and fittings. 
Write P.O. Box 1033, Pulborough, West 
Sussex RH20 2FD or tel:- 0798 872800. 


SOUTHWARK DISABLEMENT ASSOCIATION 


An organisation of and for disabled people 


ADVOCACY WORKER 


36 Hours. Salary: £16,191 inc. Inner London Weighting. 


We require someone to continue the essential work of enabling local disabled people to | 
live independently and advocating for people discriminated against through disability. 


We are looking to fill this post on 1 September 1993. Funding is only guaranteed until 
March 1994, but we are confident that the post will continue to be funded into 1995. 


Closing Date for applications 14 August 1993. | 
Interview week beginning 23 August 1993. | 


SUPPORT WORKER FOR GROUP 
OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


18 Hours. Salary £8,146 inc. Inner London Weighting. 


We require an enthusiastic person to facilitate our members’ self-advocacy and cam- 
paigns group - Focus. Experience of working with disabled people preferred. 


We are looking to fill this post on 1 November 1993. Present funding is for 1 year. 


Closing Date for applications 30 August 1993. 
Interview week beginning 20 September 1993. 


SDA is an Equal Opportunities Employer. Applications from people who are disabled, 
black or from ethnic minorities are welcomed. 


For application forms and details please contact: David Stock, SDA, Aylesbury Day Cen- 
tre, Bradenham Close, London SE17 2QB. TEL: 071 701 1391. FAX: 071 277 0481. 


WALTHAM FOREST SOCIAL SERVICES 


Wymead Centre 


CARE CO-ORDINATOR 
(PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES) REF:P2103/DN 


£16,170 - £20,217 inc pa Essential Car User Allowance 
An exciting opportunity has arisen for you to contribute to the 
development of a user-friendly service for people with disabilities. 
You will be based within a small specialist team working with 
people who need complex and intensive packages of care to 
enable them to live independently in the community. 

A relevant qualification, e.g. Dip SW, CSS, RGN, Dip OT or 
equivalent, is essential, together with extensive experience of 
working with severely disabled adults (18-65). 

Closing date: 31st August 1993. 

For an application form/further details contact: 

The Personnel Unit, Social Services Department, 

Municipal Offices, High Road, London E10 5QJ 

Tel: 081-539 3089 (24 hour answering service) 


THELONDON BOROLGHOF 7 Mis post is available for job share. 
Waltham Details available on tape on request. 
NY 
i Fore st welcomes applications from women, black and ethnic 
| minorities, people with disabilities, lesbians and gay men 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER tq hep build a representative workforce. 


Waltham Forest serves a multi-racial community and 


| 
| f j J North Tyneside Council 


NORTH TYNESIDE 
COUNCIL 


NORTH TYNESIDE COUNCIL IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH CITY CHALLENGE 


PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR 
Leisure Choice for People with Disabilities 


SALARY: PO1-4 £17,700 to £19,244 ( Reflects need for out of hours work) 
HOURS:37 Open to job share and flexi time scheme available 
CONTRACT : Up to 5 Years,subject to annual review. 


REFERENCE NO: 138/93 


The role of the project is to develop and implement a Leisure Choices Strategy for adults 
with disabilities in the City Challenge Area. The post-holder will work within Community 
Services and the nature of the work will involve considerable movement between 
locations for which an appropriate transport allowance 

will be paid. 


The main responsibilities will be: 
To co-ordinate improved access to leisure opportunities. 


To support local community groups and assist them in their role in providing real 
leisure choices. 


To provide relevant training to ensure equality of opportunity for people with 
disabilities in leisure. 


You will have personal experience of disability, knowledge of community development 
work, good communication and organisational skills and an understanding of delivering 
leisure opportunities, including arts, sports, adult education and access to the 
environment. 


Closing date for applications: 31st August 1993 


Application forms may be obtained by quoting reference No., to: 
CorporateServices Personnel and Employee Training, North Tyneside Council, 
14 Northumberland Square, North Shields, Tyne and Wear. NE301PZ 

Tel: (091) 257 5544 Ext: 50558 


Information available in Braille, large print and on cassette on request and can be 
returned on cassette or using the standard application form. 
Applicants who satisfy the above criteria will be guaranteed an interview. 


NOOR CTH St Y UNE Se eeee 


CITY CHALLENGE 


e AN EQual Opportunities EMPLOYER @ 
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Brent Deaf People’s Group 
RESOURCE WORKER 


GRADE S02 £19,293 including London Weighting 
Brent Deaf People’s Group is seeking a deaf person to be its Resource Worker. 
You will be responsible for the day to day running of this newly formed organisation. 
This post involves outreach/development work to enable this group to expand. 


if you have the ability to work on your own initiative and enjoy the challenges of commu- 
nity based work apply to: BRENT DEAF PEOPLE’S GROUP, C/O DISABILITY UNIT, ROOM 
B, BRENT TOWN HALL, FORTY LANE, WEMBLEY, MIDDX HAQ 9HX. MINICOM: 081-908 
7105. TELEPHONE: 081-908 7101. 


artlink 


ARTLINK EAST 


ihe development agency for Arts and 
Disability in the seven East of England 
sounties is seeking a 


\ a 
DIRECTOR 


Annual salary around £20,000 (annually renewable contract). 
To lead the organisation (currently based in Peterborough) in a new phase of 
its development. Artlink East aims, with Eastern Arts Board, local authority 
and voluntary sector partners, to stimulate the creation of a network able to 
provide arts opportunities for people with disabilities across the region. 
For further details and an application form, contact: 
Dr. Charles Pocock MBE, Chairman Artlink East, 4 Laburnum Avenue, 
Wickford, Essex, SS12 ODD. Tel: 0268 733132. 
Closing date for applications August 16th 1993. 
Interviews will be held on September 8th 1993. 
\rtlink East is a Registered Charity and an Equal Opportunities employer. 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


Assistant Public Relations Officers 


Full time (suitable for job share) £14,046 including ILW. 
Part time (2 days per week) £ as above, pro rata. 


The Publicity Design Unit provides communications support to 
the Society to promote the organisation and its affiliated groups 
and to increase understanding of cerebral palsy and wider dis- 
ability issues. The Unit is an integral part of the Society’s Public 
Relations Department. 


We are looking for two Assistant Public Relations Officers to join 
our existing team of writers and designers — We need people 
with excellent written and verbal skills who have a calm, cre- 
ative approach to finding effective responses to defined public- 
ity needs. You will have a strong visual awareness, diplomacy, 
enthusiasm and a systematic approach to project management. 


For further information and an application form please write to: 
Fay Holas, Publicity Design Unit, The Spastics Society, 19-21 
Conway Street London W1P 5HL. 


Closing date for completed applications: 23 August 1993 
The Unit is a non-smoking environment. 


The Spastics Society is committed to equal opportunities. We 
welcome applications from people with disabilities. 


WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
please contact the 
Advertisement Man- 
ager, Richard Gresham, 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 

12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 
Tel3.071-252 1362. 
Fax: 071-237 8019. 


Deadlines for Septem- 
ber issue: booking by 
13 August, camera 
ready artwork/copy by 
17 August. 


CROSSWORD 


ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1.Whisper 
5. Trap 7. Endocrine 
8. Void 9. Chessboard 
12. Activity 14. Lid 
15. Royal Academy 

18. Margarine tub 
DOWN: 1. Wheelchair 
2. Indecently 3. Puck 
4. Raincoat 5. Trevor 
6. Pondered 10. Sevilla 
11. Dullest 13. Yearn 
16. Ova 17. Yob 


NEWS QUIZ 


ANSWERS 

1. Michael Heseltine 

2. Jana Novotna 

3. Twyford Down 

4. Edinburgh 5. £4.1 mil- 
lion 6. To protest at 
British nuclear testing in 
America’s Nevada desert 

7. He said the attack was in 
retaliation for an Iraqi gov- 
ernment plot to kill former 
American President George 
Bush 8. Derek Bentley 

9. Eldorado 10. £1,001 


LIVE IN HELPER, approx 15 hours 


per week, for disabled woman in North 
London. Own large room, share other 
rooms and garden. Free rent plus small 
wage. Domestic help - no personal care. 
Non-smokers. Tel: 081-802 1106. 


HEREWARD COLLEGE 


THE NATIONAL COLLEGE FOR STUDENTS WITH PHYSICAL & SENSORY DISABILITIES 


“Hereward changed my life... you 


get so much help... 
.... there are so many courses you 
can do” 


GCSEs, ‘A’ levels, general education, 
life skills, business studies, art, 
photography, media, wordprocessing, 


desktop publishing, computer 


graphics. 


Disabled students aged 16-25 can 
apply for free residential places 
starting in September. 


For further information contact:- 
MARILYN WATSON (Admissions Officer) 
BARRY MCFADDEN (Manager General Education) 


HEREWARD COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION 
Bramston Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, Coventry CV4 9SW. Tel:(0203) 461231 Fax:(0203) 694305 


CLASSIFIED 31 


London’s Information and Advice 
Service for Disabled People 
On Arts and Entertainment 


ARTSLINE 


requires an Assistant Publicity Officer 
S/he will work under the supervision of the Publicity Officer on all aspects of 
Artsline’s Publicity. 
Salary: £8,648 gross per annum for a 3 day week. 


Job description and application form (in print and tape) available from: 
ARTSLINE, 5 Crowndale Road, London NW1 1TU. Tel: 071-388 2227 (voice 
and minicom). Fax: 071-383 2653. 


Closing date for applications: 31 August 1993 


ARTSLINE is an Equal Opportunities Employer. Only Disabled People need 
apply. The workspace is fully wheelchair accessible. 


ACTION DISABILITY 
‘oe | KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 
ADKC, an organisation controlled by 
actively working disabled people who live and work in 
towards equality Kensington & Chelsea is looking for 


EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING SUPPORT WORKER 
(part-time - 21 hrs per week) 


to assist younger people (16-45) to obtain the training and additional 
education necessary to equip them to take up their place in the job market. 
Experience in this area of work is essential. 


Salary Scale 6 - £16,191-£17,148 Pro rata per annum 
This post is earmarked for people with disabilities only. 


Application forms and job description from: ADKC, 19-27 Young Street, 
London W8 5EH. Telephone No: 071 937 7073 (voice/minicom) 
Please indicate if these are required in braille, large print or tape form. 


Closing date for applications: 20th August 1993. 


CENTRE FOR INTEGRATED LIVING, 
£ BARSTOW CRESCENT, 
PALACE ROAD, LONDON SW2 3NS 


TELEPHONE NO 081 671 8892 


LAMBETH COALITION OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


ARE YOU INTERESTED IN WORKING TOWARDS A PROJECT WHICH 
ENABLES LOCAL DISABLED PEOPLE TO SET UP AND CONTROL 
THEIR OWN PERSONAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES? 


LCODP has set up an Independent Living Service, as part of the 
Centre for Integrated Living (CIL). The Lambeth CIL is a new form of 
organisation through which disabled people themselves plan and 
deliver services to local disabled people. The CIL is Supported, 
through partnership, by Lambeth Social Services and the Health 
Agencies. We have the following part-time vacancies. 


1. INDEPENDENT LIVING TRAINING OFFICER 
(17.5 hours) 


This post-holder shall be a disabled person who will: 

set up and provide training in Independent Living, Counselling skills 
and Disability Awareness. The emphasis is on providing a respon- 
sive service to the needs of local disabled people. The postholder 
should also therefore have a co-operative and democratic approach 
with some knowledge of voluntary and statutory agencies. 


2. INDEPENDENT LIVING DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
(17.5 hours) 


This post-holder will: 

research, set up and provide an Independent Living Service agency 
to enable local disabled people to employ their own personal assis- 
tance as part of Lambeth’s “Care in the Community” services provi- 
sion. The post-holder will develop all aspects of this unique initiative 
for disabled people in Lambeth, have experience in research and 
development work and some knowledge of Government and Local 
Authority legislation. Personal experience of disability would be an 
advantage. 


Salary for both posts - £17,754 p.a. pro rata (inclusive). (Funding is 
being sought to make both posts full-time from April 1994). 


The LCODP has an Equal Opportunities commitment to respond to 
the needs of disabled people from all sections of the community. 
Applications are invited from disabled people irrespective of gender, 
race and ethnic origin and from disabled lesbians and gay men. 
People from Black and Ethnic Minorities are currently under-repre- 
sented within our staff team and are therefore encouraged to apply. 


For an application pack, we would prefer you to write to the CIL 
office at the above address. No C.V.’s please. 


Application packs can be made available in large print, tape and 
braille. Working premises are fully accessible to wheelchair users. 


Closing date for completed applications: Wednesday 18th August 
1993. 
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32 SPORT 


Cheshire schoolgirl Sarah Bai- 
ley was in superb form during 
the British Telecom/British 
Sports Association for the Dis- 
abled National Short Course 
Swimming Championships 
held at Darlington in June. 
The 15-year-old Paralympian 
slashed two seconds off her 
own 100m_ backstroke record 
with a time of 1:13:73 seconds 
and then clipped eight tenths 
of a second off the 100m but- 
terfly record with a swim of 
1:18:72. Her backstroke time 
was just 1.5 seconds outside the 
qualifying time for the world 
able-bodied championships. 
Bailey, who wants to be the 
first athlete to represent both 
the Olympic and Paralympic 
teams, said: “I know I’ve got a 
little way to go yet before ’'m 


Unstoppable: Paralympian Peter Hull powers his way to a fourth world record at the BSAD 


Short Course Swimming Championships at Darlington in June 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


even considered for the able- 
bodied national team, but it’s 
not beyond the realms of possi- 
blilty. Today I improved on my 
best time for the 100m _ back- 
stroke by two seconds which is 
quite a jump forward.” 

Peter Hull, 27, from Surrey, 
set four world records in the 
men’s 100m _ freestyle (S2), 
100m_ backstroke, 50m_back- 
stroke and 50m freestyle. 

Peter, who was born with no 
limbs, said: “I’m pleased to set - 
these records, because I don’t 
feel I'm in top form at the 
moment.” 

Adam Morley, from Scot- 
land, was also in record-break- 
ing form. He set a new mark 
for a swimmer with cerebral 
palsy in the 100m freestyle 
with a time of 2:29:27. 


Speedy Sarah smashes records 


Nicholas sinks fourth title | Rising to the challenge 


Geoff Nicholas won his fourth 
consecutive British Open 
Amputee Golf Championships 
at Bryn Meadows, South 
Wales, last month. 

The Australian finished with 
an overall score of 146 - ten 
strokes ahead of Surrey’s Dun- 
can Hamilton-Martin. Another 
Surrey man, Paul O’Connell, 
came third with a score of 164. 

Welshman Brian Mayo, from 
Glamorgan, was the double leg 
amputee champion and _Ire- 
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land’s Dave Mooney won the 
single arm competition. 

Rainy conditions made the 
Welsh course very difficult, 
even for the winner Geoff 
Nicholas, who said: “That was 
the toughest Open I’ve played 
in yet. The greens were so fast 
there was absolutely no margin 
for error out there. You had to 
hit the ball straight and true or 
you found yourself in a whole 
lot of trouble.” 

Gloria Crouch, from Corn- 


Yes, | want to support Disability Now with my subscription. 
DISABILITY NOW SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Please return to Disability Now, 


wall, was the surprise winner of 
the women’s event. 

Gloria’s overall score of 196 
placed her 22 strokes ahead of 
last year’s champion Zdenka 
Kitagawa of Canada. 

She said: “I enjoyed the 
tournament very much _ but 


found Bryn Meadows to be 
totally different from the links 
course where I learned to play 
the game. I felt the pressure in 
the final round, but held on to 
win quite comfortably.” 
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British athletes won more than 
50 gold medals at Challenge 93, 
the first international 
wheelchair games for ex-ser- 
vicemen and women, held at 
Stoke Mandeville last month. 
Nearly 200 competitors from 
34 countries competed in nine 
events, including archery, ath- 
letics, shooting, swimming, 
table tennis and weightlifting. 
Two Hampshire archers were 
among the first medal winners. 
Jack Brooks, of Porchester, won 


Great Britain’s men’s 
wheelchair basketball team 
recorded their highest ever 


placing at the 1993 European 
championships in July. 

The British team started the 
tournament with wins over the 
Czech Republic, Belguim, Aus- 
tria and France, but lost 57-52 
in the final against Holland. 
The scores were level with two 
minutes to go, but a late Dutch 
winner denied Britain victory. 


es i Fim Zz 


Terry Wolding winning a silver medal in the discus Laura FRIAR 


Battling Brits make history 


the ARIM archery event, while 
Mike Marten, an_ ex-Royal 
Navy diver from Fareham, won 
the AR10 class. 

Hertfordshire’s Andrew 
Wood won the discus gold, 
while Terry Wolding, from 
Northamptonshire, took the sil- 
ver. 

British captain Terry Hop- 
kins said: “We've a lot of talent 
in the team and I’m hoping 
some of them will go on to 
compete in the Paralympics.” 


i 


. 


; 
i 

Phillip Craven, chairman of 
the Great Britain Wheelchair 
Basketball Association, said: 
“This result shows how much 
we’ve improved in the past few 


years. This side has the poten- 
tial to be world-beaters.” 


Sport is written by 
Tim Russell, 


tel: 071-636 5020 
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